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SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: That's a good distinction. I don't know exactly if he has the 
pen the whole time or not, so I wasn't trying to say that. I was just basically trying to say we're not 
involved in writing his comments or giving him text or anything of that nature. 

Q Okay, thank you. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: He's somebody with actually a lot of press experience, and it 
sort of distinguishes him from some of the earlier Iraqi leaders who didn't have an experience for the 
press. He used to be a spokesman, so I know that he does like to do a lot of this stuff personally. 

Q Thanks very much. 

Q I guess I'd like to ask a two-part question. One is, is there an obvious change that can be made to 
the security strategy, particularly in Baghdad right now? And the second part of the question is, do you 
all now think that there is, indeed, a civil war going on as more and more people seem to be saying? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I'm sorry, the second part of the question -- I didn't hear the 
first part then. 

Q Do you now -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Do we -- okay -- 

Q Do you now agree that there is a civil war going on? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Okay, the first part about is there a chance in the security 
strategy in Baghdad from the previous time -- and I think that we will hear, after the two leaders get 
together, we'll hear more of the details about the change, if anything -- I know, in fact, there are 
changes under consideration, but I think by that point, they'll be in a position to talk about them more 
publicly, because right now I think they are still consulting about it. 

I would put it in terms of a shift of emphasis, a shift in the way of using forces. There's an open 
question about whether there will be forces, there will be -- whether more forces will come from other 
parts of the country. 

I also think one of the things that we have seen over the last -- really put it over the last 10 days or so, 
which is notable, is more of an effort to go after individuals who are leaders or instigators of sectarian 
violence. And you've probably seen press reports of more leaders being picked up in Baghdad and 
around Baghdad, and actually in Basra, as well. One of the leaders of the Jaish al-Mahdi leaders in 
Basra was picked up over the course of the last week, as well. And that is a new development, and 
one that I think there's broad agreement has to be part of a successful strategy, there has to be this 
going after the people who are provoking the violence on that side. So that's what I would say to that. 
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