Background Briefing by a Senior Administration Official on Iraqgi Prime Minister Maliki's Visit

And | think we see parts of it -- as | said, we expect that this National Council for Reconciliation and
Dialogue will meet on Saturday. That will be a new institution, there will be new faces, and they will be
delivering a message of national unity.

So | think there's a lot to discuss, even if they're not discussing about what battalion goes where.

Q Okay. And just to get to the first two points you made, which is the development of the Iraqi security
forces and sort of making sure resources are in the right place, is there maybe some discussion or
hopefully some agreement on the mix of Iraqi versus coalition troops in Baghdad? There has been a
lot of talk of the Iraqis actually have taken over quite a bit of battle space in Baghdad.

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Right.

Q Is there any thought about moving, changing that mix, maybe having the Americans move back in
some of those areas? Is that perhaps on the table?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I've got to be careful how | say this, not to leave you with the
wrong impression, that certainly would be an appropriate thing for them to discuss. | can't tell you that
there is going to be necessarily any sort of announcement to that effect.

Q Okay, thank you very much.

Q Thanks for doing this. Trying to get the larger picture of trying to reverse this dynamic. On the
sectarian side, we've been looking at this obviously getting worse and worse, not better and better --
even with the unity government. How at some point can you sort of change this? The forced migration
issue seems to be on the rise, more and more people being forced from their homes and
neighborhoods. Each of these kind of developments builds on the other, and I'm not sure there's any
dramatic -- I'm not sure what dramatic gestures are left to try to change that momentum. Can you talk
about -- is there anything? Or is this a very long process to try to change that?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: If your question amounts to is there sort of a quick fix or a
silver bullet, | would agree with that, no, there's not -- there's a multitude of trends, and that reversing
them will take a lot of effort across a range of areas on the security and political side, and that the time
frame for this will be gradual.

But all that said, | do think that the situation in Baghdad is one that if there starts to be improvement in
that city that that will have positive -- | guess, the word is reverberations throughout the country. So
that is one of the reasons why Baghdad is so heavily on the minds both of the Prime Minister and the
President.

Q So the answer then essentially is that there are no grand gestures at this point?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No. Grand gestures -- there's no one single thing that can be
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