
Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

operations. There are a lot of details that have to be worked out, and there will be a lot of time that the 
two men spend talking about today and tomorrow. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: But even though the focus of that particular language is Shia 
militias, let's not lose sight of the fact that there have been other organizations, including al Qaeda, 
within the country that are trying to destabilize, and the Prime Minister also is committed to going after 
them, as are we. 

Q Does this memo, in any way, diminish the ability of the President to work with al-Maliki? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No. 

Q And does Hadley's statement from a week ago that no big, bold announcement is forthcoming from 
these meetings, does that still hold? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, we'll find out. 

Q At what point precisely did you go on background? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Everything -- every question with regards to the memo is on 
background. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Yes. I mean, that goes back to quite awhile ago. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: The opening -- the opening remarks we made before we went 
to questions, because the questions started on this topic, we made very clear that answers to these 
questions about -- specifically about the memo are on background. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: You can either consult the recording, or transcript. 

Q Let's go back to something you said earlier. You talked about the bulk of the memo being -- 
addressing how to shore up Maliki's capabilities. But if you read this, the memo says, "There does 
seem to be an aggressive push to consolidate Shia power, influence. It is less clear whether Maliki is a 
willing participant." It goes on to say, "His intentions seem good when he talks with Americans -- the 
reporting suggests he's trying to stand up to the Shia hierarchy, but the reality on the streets suggest 
Maliki is either ignorant of what's going on, misrepresenting his intentions, or that his capabilities are 
not yet sufficient." 

Are you saying that the President is, in effect, rejecting those first two possibilities in favor of the third, 
that his capabilities are not yet sufficient? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I think that's evidenced by the rest of the memo that the 
judgment being made by us, whether it be Steve Hadley or other members of the administration, is that 
the issue is predominately one of capability. And that's exactly what's going to be the bulk of the 
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