
Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

publicly stating their commitment to the goals that we've outlined all along, which is building the kind of 
strength within Iraq that will enable it, again, to sustain, govern, and defend itself. 

* * * * * 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: With that, we'll go to questions. And we'll play around with 
this. If we can keep stuff on the record to the best of the ability, we will, but there are going to be some 
areas where we can't. 

Q How does the President make al Maliki feel as though he's highly regarded by the U.S., say, in the 
light of this memo? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, he makes -- the way he makes him feel highly regarded 
by the United States is that Prime Minister Maliki is in regular consultation with our Ambassador, with 
the President, with General Casey. Furthermore, the two governments have already been involved in 
ongoing cooperation, as my colleague mentioned. And if you take a look at key parts of the memo, 
including -- key parts of the memo, you have a constant reiteration of the importance of strengthening 
the Maliki government -- "need to work with him to augment his capabilities." This, in fact, has become 
the focal point of U.S.-Iraqi cooperation -- helping develop the capabilities necessary in unusually and 
incredibly challenging time for the government of Iraq. 

The President's conversations on a regular basis with Prime Minister Maliki I think have not only 
provided the personal relationship that is very important in this case, but also the ability of both men to 
talk candidly about the challenges that the Maliki government faces. And the approach of this 
government is, how can we help Prime Minister Maliki? And that continues to be the way in which the 
President reaches out to him. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I'd just add that I think a little bit of getting beyond just the 
headline of the story and taking it in complete context and tenor of the memo demonstrates that 
important questions and obvious points of assessment are being made by the administration. But the 
broad conclusion, as identified in that very memo is that the big deficiency is capability. That's 
something that Prime Minister Maliki has discussed publicly, as well as privately, with us; it's 
something that we have acknowledged. One of the central tenets of this meeting is, how do we 
increase his capability to turn his good intentions, as described in this memo, into concrete action. 

And everybody recognizes it, and those who understand the command and control issues, when it 
comes to Iraqi security forces, they come under MNFI authority and command. What he is looking for 
and what he is hoping to demonstrate is more direct effect on the security situation, particularly the 
sectarian violence. He believes he needs greater autonomy and control over certain aspects of his 
security forces in order to accomplish that. A lot of the work that has been done in the last month is to 
determine how best to do that, and that's what the two leaders are going to be spending a lot of time 
tonight and tomorrow morning on. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Let me just say that while we're discussing the memo I want 
this to be ON BACKGROUND. We can try to sort out things beyond this. 
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