Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

Q Were those last comments on the record?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No, those are background comments. We said any comments
about this was on background.

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: If you ask about the memo, it's going to be on background.

Q What about the troop levels? The memo talks about the possibility of sending additional troops to
Baghdad. Is the President leaning toward doing that? Will he discuss that with Maliki?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No doubt it's going to come up, but also, the President has
made it clear that he will continue to base troop assessments on what he hears from generals. The
President has said, as you know, recently that there's a possibility, for instance, as we continue to
embed U.S. forces helping to train Iraqgis, that you might see some of the troop levels go up. But this is
-- as Steve Hadley noted yesterday, we're not going to prejudge either up or down in terms of troop
levels. Those are very practical considerations that are made on the basis of conditions on the ground.

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: And take -- the definition of troops doesn't necessarily mean
U.S. troops. It could be increased Iragi troops. You've seen some of the issues of the Baghdad
Security Plan from over the summer, is that some of the Iragi security forces that had hoped to
materialize and be deployed in Baghdad have been slower than expected. So some of the deficiencies
may be filled with Iraqi security forces. So don't rule that out when you say troops.

Q Can | get back to something the senior official on the left said?
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Your left, or our left?

Q It makes clear that the deficiency is capability -- my left -- the deficiency is capability, how to turn
good intentions into concrete actions. Doesn't the memo itself say that there is a question about the
Prime Minister's intentions

-- one of three -- whether his intentions are at fault; whether he's being undermined; whether he simply
doesn't have the capability -- isn't that a question? And two, is this meeting between the President and
the Prime Minister, in fact, a response to the memo? Is Bush going to talk to the Prime Minister to try
and answer this question about whether, in fact, he does have good intentions and they're simply
being undermined?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I'll help you -- even though I'm on your right and our left, | will
take on the latter question, which is, no, this is not -- the President is convinced of Prime Minister
Maliki's determination and good intentions. Again, you have a series of questions, which, within the
context of the memo, represents a very hard look, a probing look at the situation in Iraq, and the one
thing that has come up is that we believe that it is a capability problem, and that the Prime Minister
understands a lot of the complexity of the situation that he faces and is eager to address it.
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