
Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

Maliki, building capabilities, and enabling him to put together the proper series of components that are 
going to enable him to govern effectively within Iraq and his governing coalition to govern effectively. 

Q Among the steps that the memo says the U.S. should take is Secretary Rice holding an Iraq-plus-
neighbors meeting in the region in early December. Does Steve anticipate that that would include Iran 
and Syria? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Again, I'm not going to go into any detail about these things. 
Obviously, if something like that should take place, we'll let you know. 

Q Has Maliki been briefed on the contents of this memo in advance of the face-to-face meeting? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Don't know. 

Q This memo was written on November 8th, the visit occurred on October 30th. Nearly a month has 
passed since the visit. Can you tell us what -- has the administration taken any concrete steps so far 
as a result of this Hadley visit and this memo to improve things? We've seen a deteriorating situation 
there in the interim. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, no, what you've seen are attempts to destabilize through 
acts of violence. But the notion -- 

Q But what has -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: The answer is, we're not going to tell you specifically simply 
because you have daily interaction. You have a situation on the ground where it can be as practical as 
trying to figure out how to secure and hold particular neighborhoods within Baghdad, to security 
challenges in al Anbar. And quite often -- and those are tasks that have been assigned by each head 
of state to their designees. Again, this goes back to the conversation in the SVTC. 

And so in terms of concrete action, you see them taking place each and every day. It is not as if you 
simply allow things to sort of go rolling on by themselves. Each and every day, there are conversations 
where the generals on the ground make the adjustments they need, and obviously there are 
conversations between the governments. 

Q What about the President, though? Has he taken any particular steps since -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Again, I think the key aspect of this was the two leaders, in 
their video conference, tasked key members of both U.S., as well as the Iraqi government, to work on 
a way forward to grow capability, accelerate the handing over of capabilities to Prime Minister Maliki. 
The whole purpose -- one of the key purposes of this meeting with him is to receive an update -- a key 
update. Hopefully from that, they will be able to -- there will be some greater consensus on how to do 
that. 
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