
   8    9/11 Five Years Later:  Successes and Challenges 

• The Saudi security services have pursued, captured, or killed terrorists at a dramatic rate.  
Saudi Arabia has detained more than 600 operatives, fundraisers, and radical clerics in its 
fight against terrorism, and killed more than 100 terrorists. 

• We are increasing the size of our Special Operations Forces to support foreign internal 
defense, counterterrorist operations, and unconventional warfare.  The overall budget for our 
Special Operations Forces has increased by 107 percent to support the War on Terror.   

 
Disrupting Terrorism Domestically 
• Since 9/11, significant convictions include Zacarias Moussaoui, for his role in helping al-

Qaida carry out the 9/11 attacks, and the “shoe bomber” Richard Reid, who was sentenced to 
life imprisonment for attempting to destroy American Airlines Flight 63.  Other convictions 
include: 
- Hemant Lakhani, convicted in New Jersey and sentenced to 47 years in prison for 

attempting to sell an antiaircraft missile to a man he believed represented a terrorist group 
intent on shooting down a U.S. commercial airliner; 

- Iyman Faris, convicted in Virginia of providing material support to al-Qaida by surveying 
possible targets to attack in the United States, such as the Brooklyn Bridge, and reporting 
this information to al-Qaida; 

- Lynne Stewart, Mohammed Yousry, and Ahmed Abdel Sattar, convicted in New York on 
charges in connection with passing messages to the Islamic Group, a terrorist 
organization, from Sheik Abdel Rahman, the Group’s imprisoned leader; 

- Sheik Mohammed Ali Hasan al Moayad and Mohammed Moshen Yahya Zayed, 
convicted in Brooklyn of conspiracy to provide material support to al-Qaida and 
HAMAS; 

- Mohammed Junaid Babar, convicted in New York of providing material support to al-
Qaida; 

- Five brothers, Ihsan, Hazim, Ghassan, Bayan and Basman Elashi, convicted in Dallas of 
conspiring to export proscribed computer equipment to state sponsors of terrorism;  

- Ahmad Omar Abu Ali, convicted in Washington, D.C., for providing material support to 
terrorist organizations in connection with the May 2005 bombings in Saudi Arabia;  

- Uzair Paracha, in New York, convicted of identity document fraud and violating 
regulations issued under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act by acting as 
a conduit for material support to al-Qaida; 

- Six U.S. citizens in Buffalo pled guilty to providing material support to al-Qaida and 
admitted to training in al-Qaida-run camps in Afghanistan; and  

- Six defendants in Portland, Oregon, pled guilty to charges relating to their attempt to 
travel to Afghanistan to fight with the Taliban and al-Qaida against U.S. and allied 
troops.   

 
Disrupting Financial Support 
• Several key financiers and facilitators have been isolated and captured.   
• Over 400 individuals and entities have been designated under the President’s Executive 

Order 13224 by the Secretaries of State and Treasury, effectively blocking their assets and 
isolating them from the U.S. financial system.   


