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Prevent Attacks by Terrorists 
 
 
 As we help societies build their own democracies in the long term, in the immediate and 
near term we are focused on preventing attacks by terrorists.  With our Coalition partners, we 
have endeavored to disrupt and defeat terrorists and their organizations, networks, associates, 
and sources of support.  Using all instruments of national power and influence, we have made 
steady progress to isolate and capture key leaders of al-Qaida and affiliated terrorist groups, 
financiers, and facilitators and deny safehaven and sponsorship to terrorists.  We have a 
multilayered border security system that begins beyond our borders and ensures broad sharing of 
information so relevant agencies can work together to exclude known or suspected terrorists.  
We have also taken bold and imaginative steps, such as the Proliferation Security Initiative, the 
Global Threat Reduction Initiative, and the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism, to 
leverage our collective efforts internationally to prevent terrorists from acquiring WMD.  
Through these endeavors, we continue to reduce the capability of al-Qaida and like-minded 
terrorist groups to strike the United States and our allies. 
 
Disrupting Terrorism Internationally 
• In August 2006, British police arrested 24 people in London suspected in a plot to blow up as 

many as 10 planes bound for the United States, while Pakistani authorities made related 
arrests.   

• In June 2006, 17 suspects were arrested by Canadian authorities on suspicion of planning 
attacks on major targets in downtown Toronto using three tons of ammonium nitrate. 

• In June 2006, U.S. and Iraqi forces killed al-Qaida’s operational chief in Iraq, Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, and killed or captured several of his top lieutenants, including his Baghdad chief of 
operations and his top bomb-maker. 

• In March 2006, the Jordanian General Intelligence Department disrupted planning by 
terrorists belonging to an al-Qaida cell to attack key civilian installations, including Jordan’s 
Queen Alia International Airport. 

• In December 2005, al-Qaida’s chief of external operations, Hamza Rabi’a, was killed, 
dealing another blow to al-Qaida’s leadership ranks.  

• In November 2005, Jemaah Islamiya bombing mastermind  
Dr. Azahari was killed during a raid by Indonesian police.  

• In May 2005, Pakistan apprehended the number three al-Qaida leader, Abu Faraj al Libi. 
• In January 2005, Germany arrested two suspected terrorists planning attacks against U.S. and 

Coalition forces in Iraq.   
• In 2005, Lu’ay al-Saqa, al-Qaida member and one of Zarqawi’s chief lieutenants, was 

arrested in Turkey planning to attack cruise ships. 
• In 2004, British law enforcement arrested an al-Qaida operative who provided detailed 

reports on American targets to senior al-Qaida leaders and was suspected of planning attacks 
against innocent civilians in London. 

• Kuwaiti, Indonesian, Philippine, Algerian, and Chadian security forces, among others, many 
of which were trained by United States Government assistance programs, have countered 
terrorist threats within their borders through disruptions, captures, arrests, and prosecutions.   


