
Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

Q Is there a specific request for additional funding from Congress in the speech? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No. But there are -- I think we've briefed you a little bit -- there 
will be in the supplemental the incremental funding necessary. That will be $5.6 on the military side. 
That will include, I think, $414 million for provincial reconstruction teams. It will include $350 million for 
the CERP program -- Commander's Emergency Response Program -- and $400 million for quick 
response funds, which are also part of the Department of State. 

Q Can you address the premise that some lawmakers who have met with the President about this plan 
are calling it the "last chance"? We've talked about that in the briefing room, but now, more freely, can 
you address this overall premise? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No, I think when you go into a planning process like this, you 
focus on what are the problems and how do you succeed. And that is the attitude. Now, part of 
succeeding here is making sure that the Iraqi government stands up and does what its people want, 
what it says it wants, and what the American people want. But I think uses of terms like "last chance," 
they create a sense of brinkmanship that is not constructive and I don't think reflects the way in which 
ones goes about trying to address these problems. 

Q Again, what compels the Iraqis to -- what happens if they don't meet the benchmarks? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, you're going to have to ask them. Again, you want us to 
talk about "what if," and the moment we talk about that, everybody defaults to that position. That also 
tips your hands to terrorists and others working in the country. We're simply not going to talk about the 
"what if" scenario. 

Q Sure, but in a country that is tired of listening to, the Iraqis are going to do this, and they never make 
it there -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, here's -- but you're going to have to -- you're going to 
have some opportunities to judge very quickly. The Iraqis are going to have three brigades within 
Baghdad within a little more than a month. They have committed to trying to get one brigade in, I think, 
by the first of February, and two more by the 15th. When it comes to benchmarks, they are talking 
about, in a fairly short span of time, addressing some of the key legislative business, including the 
hydrocarbon law, de-Baathification reforms, and election/constitutional reforms. 

So people are going to be able to see pretty quickly that the Iraqis are or are not stepping up. And that 
provides the ability to judge. 

Q The senior administration official was talking about two brigades in Anbar Province and five in 
Baghdad. Are we talking about 14,000 -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No, what we're talking about is -- actually, it's two Marine 
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