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battalions in Anbar, which comes to 4,000 troops, five army brigades in Baghdad. Together, you total 
them up, it's somewhere in the 21,000-22,000 total. 

Q Can you talk about the jobs program? The senior administration official had mentioned a $10-billion 
effort for Iraqi jobs. I'm assuming that's Iraqi money. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: That is Iraqi money. The Prime Minister, in his speech last 
week, they took $10 billion out of the $11 billion that they have in spendable surplus funds, and they've 
committed that to a reconstruction program that the Prime Minister announced last week. 

Q And then the senior administration official said that we can complement that. What does that mean? 
Does that mean that the $1 billion, in terms of our own, creating another -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Keep in mind -- the other thing is that other countries in the 
neighborhood, as part of the Iraq Compact -- and it's worth mentioning this -- they're hoping that within 
the next few weeks, they'll also be able to conclude work on the Iraq Compact, which includes 
commitments by the U.N. -- U.N. member states and people in the neighborhood also to make 
commitments when it comes to contributions within Iraq. So those negotiations are moving very rapidly 
toward a point of conclusion. So do not assume that each and every bit of funding that's going to be 
expended on reconstruction is U.S. or Iraqi. There are going to be others contributing to that effort. 

If you take a look at the provincial reconstruction teams, and also now what we're calling provincial 
support teams, which will be, essentially, provincial reconstruction teams embedded within some of the 
combat units -- those are going to be efforts to help train Iraqis in everything from building to putting in 
place the basics for civil society -- rule of law, court system, that kind of thing. So a lot of those efforts 
are sort of ongoing. And when we get these fact sheets out to you today, you'll be able to see a little 
more of that detail. 

Q So is that part of the billion-dollar plan that people are talking about -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Yes, what people -- the best I can tell is when people are 
using the billion-dollar figure, what they are doing is that they are aggregating the accounts that I 
mentioned before, which would be the provincial reconstruction team money, the CERP money, and 
also the quick response funds. You put that together, that's in excess of a billion dollars. Those are 
different accounts, but they tend to be used. And what you're going to see is a much more coordinated 
effort to use DOD folks out in the provinces, as well as civilian and state folks working out in the 
provinces to try to develop greater capabilities on the part of local governments and individuals. 

Q What does he have to say specifically about Iran and Syria and the talk of a new diplomatic 
offensive which the Baker-Hamilton proposed -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: There is nothing about a new diplomatic offensive. What it 
does is it makes it clear to Iran and Syria the importance of playing constructive roles. 
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