
Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

Q Let me follow on Suzanne's question. So what you're saying is the President is going to call for 
boosting the U.S. reconstruction commitment by more than a billion dollars? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Again, I think what you're talking about is -- if you want to 
aggregate it that way, your answer is, yes. But I would caution you that this reconstruction effort -- and 
this is -- General Petraeus has written within the last month a handbook on counterinsurgency. Part of 
counterinsurgency is not merely doing the military operations, but also confidence-building in 
provinces. And what we're talking about here is primarily beefing up in the four most dangerous 
provinces outside of Baghdad -- or the four most violent provinces -- greater capability for locals to be 
able to deal with civil affairs, which include the capacity for building businesses and getting schools 
operating properly and doing that. So it's not merely construction, but it really is kind of the nuts and 
bolts also of getting the civil institutions in shape. 

Q Is there a micro loan program in there, as well? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: You know what, you're going to have to ask the guys who are 
doing the line item stuff. 

Q Do you have an overall cost estimate to this whole package? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I've just given it to you. 

Q No, I'm talking about the military -- 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: The military piece is $5.6 billion. 

Q I thought that was just the down payment that's going to be in the supplemental. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, that's in the supplemental -- you understand -- I think the 
question you have -- I've got to go in a couple of minutes -- you're asking a question that anticipates 
my knowing exactly when everything is over. I don't. 

Q Well, is there any end point to the mission for these additional troops? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: We'll find out. I mean, the end point is, we hope that we're 
going to have -- let me put it this way: You have the mission, and the mission right now is you deal with 
the security problems, you create breathing space so that the political institutions can continue that 
business of doing national reconciliation and also addressing very important fundamental needs, 
whether it be infrastructure in places like Baghdad and other major urban areas, or continuing the 
business of building civil institutions and economic capacity out in the provinces. All of those things are 
the things that we're talking about. 

Q How does the embedding work, in terms of who gets to decide where these troops go? And the 
question of Sadr City came up. Is that an Iraqi decision, yes, we're going to take on Sadr City and the 
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