Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

and two more by the 15th. You can expect to see operations.

As a matter of fact, you've already seen in recent days stepped up activity led by the Iragis within
Baghdad. And that's the kind of thing you're going to need to see. So | think what you're asking -- |
honestly don't know how to answer the question because, to me, it's less on point than, what does the
President propose to do, how does he see these pieces fitting together. And it's really answering the
guestions, why do you think it's different this time around; how do you expect it to work -- these are
guestions that we're going to be getting a lot of.

| apologize. I've got to get going here in a minute. But let me make a couple of points to everybody,
and you can feel free to contact us during the course of the day because we want to be as helpful as
possible. We'll get fact sheets out because we've really scratched the surface of a lot of things that are
going on.

Let me just back up to what my colleague did at the beginning. There has been a long process of
taking a very hard look and looking at each and every alternative -- every alternative -- and people
have spent a lot of time looking through them. And they've come up with a comprehensive plan that
deals with a lot of different elements of the situation in Iran [sic], including regionally, locally,
economically, diplomatically and so on -- sorry, Irag. Thank you. And as a consequence there's going
to be a lot to chew on when you do get these sheets. And I'm sorry they're not ready yet.

Last one.
Q Is this a rejection of the Iraq Study Group's report?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: No. As a matter of fact, you're going to find that an enormous
percentage of what the Iraq Study Group has proposed is in here. Just giving you, for instance the
notion of embedding -- as a matter of fact, it was interesting, because there was apparently rejected in
-- or changed in a very late draft of the Irag Study Group report something that said, we think you
ought to -- a lot of the things in terms of embedding and doing these things may require increases in
troops to be effective.

So | think you're going to find that -- as a matter of fact, we should have something available soon that
matches up a lot of the ISG stuff. A lot of that is reflected -- as a matter of fact, a lot of the comments
and a lot of the suggestions people have made have been incorporated into this report and we have
valued a lot of the input.

| apologize, | have another obligation | have to meet. Feel free to call and get in touch with us and we'll
get stuff to you soon.

Q How long is it? How long is the --

Q Will there be excerpts?
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