Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

synonymous with security in Baghdad since 80 percent of the sectarian violence occurs within a 30-
mile radius of Baghdad. So the challenge is dealing with sectarian violence and bring security to the
people of Baghdad.

He will say very clearly that Americans, the coalition cannot do that; the challenge of dealing with the
sectarian violence is a challenge to the Iraqgis, the Iraqi people, who will have to decide whether they
want to live together in peace, and to the Iragi government, whom the Iraqi people expect to bring
security to them in Baghdad. And he will make clear that the Irag government needs to step up and do
that.

The good news is that the Iragi government has -- they have come forward with a plan. This was first
given to the President when he was in Amman, Jordan, and met with Prime Minister Maliki. Maliki's
security people, the government security people, and our commanders have been working on that
plan. The good news is that they believe that the plan fixes the problems that plagued our earlier
efforts to bring security to Baghdad and is a plan that will work. And he'll describe it in some detalil. |
can do that, but I'd like to do it at the end, because otherwise, we're just going to go right down the
details, and | want to give you a little bit of the framework.

The plan fixes a number of -- it is different from what we've done before in four respects. One, it's a
different and better concept of operations, which I'll go through. Secondly, it will be adequately
resourced. We did have not enough forces before. Front and center, it will be additional Iragi forces.
Irag will add three army brigades to Baghdad. They will end up having nine Iraqi brigades and nine
Iragi national police, as well as local police.

Second -- first of all, then, it is an Iraqgi plan, and it's Iraqi led. Secondly, it will be adequately resourced
first and foremost by the Iraqgis. Third, those forces will operate under rules of engagement. And that's
probably a misnomer. Let me put it this way; prior to now, Iragi security forces in Baghdad got a lot of
political and, in some sense, sectarian instruction and interference. And Prime Minister Maliki and the
members of his government have made clear that that will end, and that the Iragi commanders, once
given this responsibility, will be given the full authority to carry it out and will be free of political and
sectarian influence. We think that those things taken together give a different situation and allow for the
prospects of success.

And the last thing | would say is that if the prior strategy was to clear, hold and build, we cleared but
did not hold, and the build never arrived. And so a piece of this plan is to follow on the military
operations with economic assistance and putting people to work.

Our commanders have said that the Iraqgis clearly would like to do this themselves, but their
commanders -- their security officials and our commanders have concluded that their resources are not
adequate. And therefore, the military has recommended that additional U.S. forces go into Baghdad.
The President, in response to that, has committed five additional U.S. brigades to Baghdad to go into
Baghdad. They will move into the theater over time as they get developed, but they will operate very
much in support of Iraqi forces.

And let me just describe briefly, then, how the Iragi forces are going to operate in Baghdad. There will
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