Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

They're the oil law; they're de-Baathification, narrowing the limitations of the de-Baathification law;
they're provincial elections to bring the Sunnis back into the political process at the local level. There is
also continuing, and we would hope even accelerating the transition of security responsibility to Iraqis
elsewhere in the country and in Baghdad, because if this works it will actually enable Iragis sooner to
provide security in Baghdad. And we have -- would like, and the Iragis have made clear that one of
their benchmarks is to take responsibility for security in the whole country by the end of the year.

So this is a vehicle for bringing security, encouraging and supporting Iragis in the broader reconciliation
that they need to do. The President will talk about a number of ways where we can support this
broader effort. He will talk about ways we can support and accelerate the training of Iragis through
greater embedding, through greater provision of equipment, through supporting Iraqgi plans to expand
the size of the Iragi army -- they intend to put greater reliance on the Iragi army for security.

There are also things that we can do to support them economically. They've announced a $10-billion
reconstruction and infrastructure effort. We can complement that. And finally, the Secretary of State
will be talking in her testimony about the expansion of provincial reconstruction teams, doubling the
number of Americans that will be out in the provinces, basically helping Iraqis build their government
from the bottom up, focusing on local reconciliation efforts, local economic assistance efforts, and the
like.

He will also talk about the broader regional context, the importance that the effort in Iraq not fail; that
the experiment in democracy is a piece of a broader struggle in the Middle East between the forces of
moderation, the responsible forces committed to democracy, and those extremist forces that are using
terror as an instrument for their own agendas; and the consequences of failure in Iraq for all our allies
and friends and supporters in the regions that are moderate and are pursuing democracy. He will talk
about some of the things that we are doing to strengthen our commitment and capability in the region.

He will also talk about things that we need to be doing over the long-term to strengthen the ability of
the United States and its allies to deal with the war on terror over the long-term. He'll talk about
expanding the Army and the Marine Corps. He'll talk about trying to find a way to get Americans able
to go overseas in post-conflict situations to help struggling democracies build the infrastructure of
democracy -- the police forces, the court systems, the effective administration -- all the things these
countries need to go from post-conflict situations to successfully providing services to their people.

Finally, one of the thematics he will talk about is the importance of trying to -- of improving and
strengthening relations with Congress. He will have some ideas how to do that to institutionalize
contacts between the executive branch and the Congress on dealing with the issue of the long war,
and his desire -- and his -- understand there will be questions that will be raised about the President's
strategy, and he welcomes those, he welcomes the debate. We hope that people will have time for that
debate to occur before taking preemptive action, if you will, and asking that those -- he believes that
success is essential and he has a plan for success. He's prepared to defend it, but those who criticize
it have, in some sense, a burden to come forward with an alternative path that they think will succeed.

| should make one other note, and then I'll stop. He will also talk about Anbar Province. This is in the
west on Irag. As you know the problem there is not sectarian violence; it is a struggle against al
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