
Background Briefing by Senior Administration Officials

Qaeda. Anbar is basically al Qaeda's base of operations in Iraq. There is an opportunity there because 
local Sunni tribes have turned against al Qaeda and are going after al Qaeda there. Our local 
commander believes that a couple additional U.S. battalions, basically a plus-up -- net plus-up of about 
4,000 would enhance our ability to help the Iraqi forces there exploit the opportunity, and he will 
announce that in his speech, as well. 

That's what I've got for you. I'd be glad to take any questions. 

Q At the start of the war, some of the generals were saying more troops were needed, and the 
President, at that time, did not listen to that advice. Now the generals are very wary about sending 
more troops, and, yet, the President is making a decision to send more troops. Why is it that he 
believes this is a wise course of action after the history of how things have gone in terms of troop 
levels? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, the rationale for it I've really given you. I think, though, I 
see the history a little different. One of the issues is the Iraqis -- every time we get in discussions with 
Iraqis about more troops, they generally said, if we need more troops, they need to be Iraqi troops, so 
please train more Iraqi troops. This is -- Iraqis really want to take more responsibility. 

They have concluded -- that is to say, the security people advising Prime Minister Maliki and our 
commanders have decided that in order to make this plan work -- and everybody believes it is 
essential that it work -- they need more troops. This recommendation and this plan, in terms of the 
troops, has the support of General Abizaid, General Casey, General Petraeus, Admiral Fallon, Pete 
Pace and the Joint Chiefs. This has been a lengthy process that has brought forward this strategy 
going forward, and it has the support of both the old and the new commanders. So it's just -- it is 
something that we have all come together on and that has the support, as I say, of the military. 

Q The President long said that he didn't want any timetables, that he would not abandon the Iraqi 
people, and you're talking about it not being an indefinite commitment. So describe for us that change 
and how he now will accept benchmarks that have time associated with them. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, he hasn't got time lines, he's got benchmarks -- 
benchmarks that the Iraqis have set for themselves. And he's basically saying, look, it is time for them 
to perform. 

On the one hand, you can say this is a government that has been in power only nine months, an 
experiment in democracy in a place that's known tyranny for 30 years. On the other hand, it is clear 
that the Iraqi -- that the patience of the Iraqi people is running out, and, quite frankly, the patience of 
the American people is running out. And he's been very clear to the government leaders he's spoken 
to -- he spoke to a number of them this morning -- it is time for this government to perform. 

They have concluded that, as well. They have set forward this plan. They have brought forward these 
benchmarks. And what the President is saying is, fine, we will judge you now less on your words and 
more on your performance. 
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