
Address by the President to the Nation on the Way Forward in Iraq

One year ago, much of Diyala province was a sanctuary for al Qaeda and other extremist groups, and 
its capital of Baqubah was emerging as an al Qaeda stronghold. Today, Baqubah is cleared. Diyala 
province is the site of a growing popular uprising against the extremists. And some local tribes are 
working alongside coalition and Iraqi forces to clear out the enemy and reclaim their communities. 

One year ago, Shia extremists and Iranian-backed militants were gaining strength and targeting Sunnis 
for assassination. Today, these groups are being broken up, and many of their leaders are being 
captured or killed. 

These gains are a tribute to our military, they are a tribute to the courage of the Iraqi security forces, 
and they are the tribute to an Iraqi government that has decided to take on the extremists. 

Now the Iraqi government must bring the same determination to achieving reconciliation. This is an 
enormous undertaking after more than three decades of tyranny and division. The government has not 
met its own legislative benchmarks -- and in my meetings with Iraqi leaders, I have made it clear that 
they must. 

Yet Iraq's national leaders are getting some things done. For example, they have passed a budget. 
They're sharing oil revenues with the provinces. They're allowing former Baathists to rejoin Iraq's 
military or receive government pensions. Local reconciliation is taking place. The key now is to link this 
progress in the provinces to progress in Baghdad. As local politics change, so will national politics. 

Our troops in Iraq are performing brilliantly. Along with Iraqi forces, they have captured or killed an 
average of more than 1,500 enemy fighters per month since January. Yet ultimately, the way forward 
depends on the ability of Iraqis to maintain security gains. According to General Petraeus and a panel 
chaired by retired General Jim Jones, the Iraqi army is becoming more capable -- although there is still 
a great deal of work to be done to improve the national police. Iraqi forces are receiving increased 
cooperation from local populations. And this is improving their ability to hold areas that have been 
cleared. 

Because of this success, General Petraeus believes we have now reached the point where we can 
maintain our security gains with fewer American forces. He has recommended that we not replace 
about 2,200 Marines scheduled to leave Anbar province later this month. In addition, he says it will 
soon be possible to bring home an Army combat brigade, for a total force reduction of 5,700 troops by 
Christmas. And he expects that by July, we will be able to reduce our troop levels in Iraq from 20 
combat brigades to 15. 

General Petraeus also recommends that in December we begin transitioning to the next phase of our 
strategy in Iraq. As terrorists are defeated, civil society takes root, and the Iraqis assume more control 
over their own security, our mission in Iraq will evolve. Over time, our troops will shift from leading 
operations, to partnering with Iraqi forces, and eventually to overwatching those forces. As this 
transition in our mission takes place, our troops will focus on a more limited set of tasks, including 
counterterrorism operations and training, equipping, and supporting Iraqi forces. 

I have consulted with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, other members of my national security team, Iraqi 
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