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THE PRESIDENT:  Mr. Speaker, Mr. President Pro Tempore, members of Congress, and fellow 
Americans:   

In the normal course of events, Presidents come to this chamber to report on the state of the 
Union.  Tonight, no such report is needed.  It has already been delivered by the American people. 

We have seen it in the courage of passengers, who rushed terrorists to save others on the ground -- 
passengers like an exceptional man named Todd Beamer.  And would you please help me to welcome 
his wife, Lisa Beamer, here tonight.  (Applause.) 

We have seen the state of our Union in the endurance of rescuers, working past exhaustion.  We have 
seen the unfurling of flags, the lighting of candles, the giving of blood, the saying of prayers -- in 
English, Hebrew, and Arabic.  We have seen the decency of a loving and giving people who have 
made the grief of strangers their own. 

My fellow citizens, for the last nine days, the entire world has seen for itself the state of our Union -- 
and it is strong.  (Applause.) 

Tonight we are a country awakened to danger and called to defend freedom.  Our grief has turned to 
anger, and anger to resolution.  Whether we bring our enemies to justice, or bring justice to our 
enemies, justice will be done.  (Applause.) 

I thank the Congress for its leadership at such an important time.  All of America was touched on the 
evening of the tragedy to see Republicans and Democrats joined together on the steps of this Capitol, 
singing "God Bless America."  And you did more than sing; you acted, by delivering $40 billion to 
rebuild our communities and meet the needs of our military. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/09/print/20010920-8.html (1 of 7) [7/25/2008 9:45:58 AM]

javascript:void(printWHrelease());
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/09/20010920-8.es.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/09/20010920-8.v.smil
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/09/20010920-8.a.ram

