
President Bush Attends Veterans of Foreign Wars National Convention, Discusses Global War on Terror

We have worked effectively and diligently to provide for those returning home from the front lines 
today: My administration implemented recommendations from Senator Dole and Secretary Shalala to 
help our wounded warriors build lives of hope and promise and dignity. We're investing hundreds of 
millions of dollars to develop new treatments for conditions like traumatic brain injuries and Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

Earlier this year, I was pleased to sign a piece of legislation that the VFW has long championed -- a GI 
Bill for the 21st century. (Applause.) 

We also owe something to your brothers-in-arms who never returned home. We will always cherish the 
memories of those who made the ultimate sacrifice. We will never stop searching until we can account 
for every missing soldier, sailor, airman, Coast Guardsmen, and Marine. (Applause.) 

Over the past seven and a half years, I have seen the 
VFW's devotion to our men and women in uniform. I 
have been impressed, I have been inspired by your 
support of the military. You understand that our men and 
women in uniform deserve our full support because they 
are defending America in our nation's first war in the 21st 
century. That war reached our shores on September the 
11th, 2001, a day that you have not forgotten, and 
neither have I. On that day, 19 men armed with box 
cutters brought killing and carnage to our homeland. 
We're at war against determined enemies, and we must 
not rest until that war is won. (Applause.) 

This war cannot be won, however, if we treat terrorism 
primarily as a matter of law enforcement. Law enforcement is an essential part of our strategy -- but 
our strategy cannot be limited to law enforcement alone. After the first World Trade Center attack in 
1993, our law enforcement community succeeded in tracking down several of the killers, prosecuting 
them and putting them into jail. But eight years later, al Qaeda terrorists came back to finish the job. 
The lesson is this: In order to do our duty, our solemn duty, which is to protect the homeland from 
further harm, we must keep the pressure on the enemy, we must keep the extremists on the run. In 
order to do so, we must use all assets of national power, including the United States military. 
(Applause.) 

So when this war, with your strong support, we are taking the fight to the enemy. Over the past seven 
years, America and our allies have captured or killed hundreds of al Qaeda leaders and operatives in 
more than two dozen countries. We'll continue to battle the terrorists overseas so we do not have to 
face them here at home. 

We're on several fronts in this war on terror. A major front is Afghanistan, where we removed a 
dangerous regime that harbored the terrorists who plotted the September the 11th attacks. Because 
we acted, the Afghan people have been liberated. A nation that was once a training ground for 
terrorists has become an ally in the war on terror. We built a strong coalition of nations including every 
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