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from investigating terrorist attacks to preventing terrorist attacks. We passed the Patriot Act, which tore 
down the wall that once prevented law enforcement and intelligence officers from sharing vital 
information. We created a new National Counter-Terrorism Center. We established a program at the 
CIA to interrogate key terrorist leaders captured in the war on terror. We worked with Congress to pass 
legislation that allows our intelligence professionals to quickly and effectively monitor terrorist 
communications. (Applause.) 

We have used all these tools to stop new attacks. And I'm pleased to report to the American people 
that these tools will be available for future administrations to protect the American people for years to 
come. (Applause.) 

And in this war, we're countering the terrorists' dark and hateful ideology by offering a more hopeful 
vision -- and that's one based on freedom. On September the 11th, we saw how the terrorists exploit 
hopelessness and despair to recruit young men for their evil plots against America. We learned that 
our nation's security depends on combating the conditions that give rise to terror by aiding the rise of 
free societies. We're engaged in the great ideological struggle of our time -- between the forces of 
freedom and the forces of tyranny. So we -- America and our allies will support young democracies. 
We're standing with brave democratic reformers. 

Over the past seven years, we've seen liberty on the march, seen citizens in Afghanistan and Iraq 
establish representative governments after decades of tyranny. We've seen the people of Lebanon 
take to the streets and demand their independence. We've seen citizens of the former Soviet republic 
-- republics stand up for their right for free and fair elections. 

One of the most inspiring chapters of history was written by the Georgian people during the Rose 
Revolution of 2003. In the years that followed, the Georgian people have held free elections. They've 
established a democratic form of government. Georgia has also sent troops to Afghanistan and Iraq to 
help others realize the blessings of liberty. Georgia has stood for freedom around the world -- now the 
world must stand for freedom in Georgia. (Applause.) 

For nearly two weeks, the world has watched Georgia's young democracy come under siege. Russian 
forces invaded the country in a disproportionate response to a long-simmering conflict in Georgian 
regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia. The world has come together to condemn this assault. 
Yesterday Secretary Rice met with members of the NATO Alliance to discuss the ongoing situation. 
Our countries agreed that Russia must honor its commitment to withdraw its troops from Georgia and 
to return to the status quo before the hostilities began on August the 6th. 

The Alliance is considering seriously the implications of Russia's actions for the NATO-Russia 
relationship. The Alliance determined that business as usual cannot continue with Russia. And the 
Alliance agreed to help Georgia by sending NATO teams to assess the country's needs, and by 
forming a new NATO-Georgia Commission. 

The United States of America will continue to support Georgia's democracy. Our military will continue 
to provide needed humanitarian aid to the Georgian people. South Ossetia and Abkhazia are part of 
Georgia. And the United States will work with our allies to ensure Georgia's independence and 
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