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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, General, for your kind and short
introduction. (Laughter.) | am pleased to be back at the National Defense University again. It turns out
this is my fifth visit as President. Every time | come here I'm inspired and encouraged because of the
brave men and women who work here. And | really do want to thank you for your warm hospitality.

Across the world, NDU students and faculty have served
with valor in the war against these extremists and killers.
On this campus you're helping train the next generation
of military and civilian leaders who will defend our nation
against the real and true threats of the 21st century.
You've developed new ways for our military and civilian
personnel to work together to meet the new challenges
we face. | thank you for your patriotism; | thank you for
your hard work; and | thank you for your devotion to
protecting the American people. (Applause.)

| thank the members of the Congress who have joined us
-- Congressman Randy Forbes of Virginia, and
Congressman Trent Franks of Arizona. Thanks for coming. (Applause.)

I'm going to be talking in a little while about a recommendation | have received from the Joint Chiefs,
and I'm so pleased that the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs General Cartwright is with us today.
Thanks for coming, Hoss. (Applause.)

| thank the leadership of the NDU. Thanks for having me again. | appreciate the civilian personnel, U.
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