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which whatever they said or did, particularly in the area of politics, involved "the risk of arrest and
interrogation by the police or military intelligence." He noted that "the mere suggestion that someone is
not a supporter of the President carries the prospect of the death penalty."34

§ In June 2001, the Human Rights Alliance reported that Saddam Hussein had killed more than 500
journalists and other intellectuals in the past decade.35

§ Saddam Hussein frequently infringes on citizens' constitutional right to privacy.  Saddam routinely
ignores constitutional provisions designed to protect the confidentiality of mail, telegraphic
correspondence, and telephone conversations. Iraq periodically jams news broadcasts from outside the
country, including those of opposition groups.  The security services and the Ba'th Party maintain
pervasive networks of informers to deter dissident activity and instill fear in the public.36

§ Foreign journalists must work from offices located within the Iraqi ministry building and are
accompanied everywhere they go by ministry officers, who reportedly restrict their movements and
make it impossible for them to interact freely with citizens.37

§ The Iraqi Government, the Ba'th Party, or persons close to Saddam Hussein own all print and
broadcast media, and operate them as propaganda outlets. They generally do not report opposing
points of view that are expressed either domestically or abroad.38

§ In September 1999, Hashem Hasan, a journalist and Baghdad University professor, was arrested after
declining an appointment as editor of one of Uday Hussein's publications. The Paris-based Reporters
Sans Frontieres (RSF) sent a letter of appeal to Uday Hussein; however, Hassan's fate and
whereabouts remained unknown at year's end.39

§ Saddam Hussein regularly jams foreign news broadcasts.  Satellite dishes, modems, and fax machines
are banned, although some restrictions reportedly were lifted in 1999.40

§ In government-operated Internet cafes, users only are permitted to view web sites provided by the
Ministry of Culture and Information.41

§ In 1999, Uday Hussein reportedly dismissed hundreds of members of the Iraqi Union of Journalists for
not praising Saddam Hussein and the Government sufficiently.42
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