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§ The following government restrictions on religious rights remained in effect during 2001: restrictions
and outright bans on communal Friday prayer by Shi'a Muslims; restrictions on the loaning of books by
Shi'a mosque libraries; a ban on the broadcast of Shi'a programs on government-controlled radio or
television; a ban on the publication of Shi'a books, including prayer books and guides; a ban on funeral
processions other than those organized by the Government; a ban on other Shi'a funeral observances
such as gatherings for Koran reading; and the prohibition of certain processions and public meetings
that commemorate Shi'a holy days. Shi'a groups report that they captured documents from the security
services during the 1991 uprising that listed thousands of forbidden Shi'a religious writings.47

§ In June 1999, several Shi'a opposition groups reported that the Government instituted a program in the
predominantly Shi'a districts of Baghdad that used food ration cards to restrict where individuals could
pray. The ration cards, part of the UN oil-for-food program, reportedly are checked when the bearer
enters a mosque and are printed with a notice of severe penalties for those who attempt to pray at an
unauthorized location.48
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