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SADDAM HUSSEIN’S DEFIANCE OF UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS

Saddam Hussein has repeatedly violated sixteen United Nations Security Council Resolutions (UNSCRs)
designed to ensure that Iraq does not pose a threat to international peace and security.  In addition to these
repeated violations, he has tried, over the past decade, to circumvent UN economic sanctions against Iraq,
which are reflected in a number of other resolutions.  As noted in the resolutions, Saddam Hussein was
required to fulfill many obligations beyond the withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait.  Specifically, Saddam
Hussein was required to, among other things: allow international weapons inspectors to oversee the
destruction of his weapons of mass destruction; not develop new weapons of mass destruction; destroy all
of his ballistic missiles with a range greater than 150 kilometers; stop support for terrorism and prevent
terrorist organizations from operating within Iraq; help account for missing Kuwaitis and other individuals;
return stolen Kuwaiti property and bear financial liability for damage from the Gulf War; and he was
required to end his repression of the Iraqi people.  Saddam Hussein has repeatedly violated each of the
following resolutions:

UNSCR 678 – NOVEMBER 29, 1990

§ Iraq must comply fully with UNSCR 660 (regarding Iraq’s illegal invasion of Kuwait) “and all subsequent
relevant resolutions.”

§ Authorizes UN Member States “to use all necessary means to uphold and implement resolution 660
and all subsequent relevant resolutions and to restore international peace and security in the area.”

UNSCR 686 – MARCH 2, 1991

§ Iraq must release prisoners detained during the Gulf War.
§ Iraq must return Kuwaiti property seized during the Gulf War.
§ Iraq must accept liability under international law for damages from its illegal invasion of Kuwait.

UNSCR 687 – APRIL 3, 1991

§ Iraq must “unconditionally accept” the destruction, removal or rendering harmless “under international
supervision” of all “chemical and biological weapons and all stocks of agents and all related
subsystems and components and all research, development, support and manufacturing facilities.”

§ Iraq must “unconditionally agree not to acquire or develop nuclear weapons or nuclear-weapons-usable
material” or any research, development or manufacturing facilities.

§ Iraq must “unconditionally accept” the destruction, removal or rendering harmless “under international
supervision” of all “ballistic missiles with a range greater than 150 KM and related major parts and
repair and production facilities.”

§ Iraq must not “use, develop, construct or acquire” any weapons of mass destruction.
§ Iraq must reaffirm its obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
§ Creates the United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) to verify the elimination of Iraq’s chemical

and biological weapons programs and mandated that the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
verify elimination of Iraq’s nuclear weapons program.

§ Iraq must declare fully its weapons of mass destruction programs.
§ Iraq must not commit or support terrorism, or allow terrorist organizations to operate in Iraq.
§ Iraq must cooperate in accounting for the missing and dead Kuwaitis and others.
§ Iraq must return Kuwaiti property seized during the Gulf War.


