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SADDAM HUSSEIN’S DEVELOPMENT OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

Saddam Hussein has continued to defy UN weapons inspectors for more than a decade, and he continues
his efforts to develop or acquire weapons of mass destruction – including biological, chemical and nuclear
weapons, and prohibited long-range missiles – and other means to deliver them.

BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS

§ In 2001, an Iraqi defector, Adnan Ihsan Saeed al-Haideri, said he had visited twenty secret facilities for
chemical, biological and nuclear weapons.  Mr. Saeed, a civil engineer, supported his claims with
stacks of Iraqi government contracts, complete with technical specifications.  Mr. Saeed said Iraq used
companies to purchase equipment with the blessing of the United Nations – and then secretly used the
equipment for their weapons programs.1

§ Iraq admitted to producing biological agents, and after the 1995 defection of a senior Iraqi official, Iraq
admitted to the weaponization of thousands of liters of anthrax, botulinim toxin, and aflatoxin for use
with Scud warheads, aerial bombs and aircraft. 2

§ United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) experts concluded that Iraq’s declarations on
biological agents vastly understated the extent of its program, and that Iraq actually produced two to
four times the amount of most agents, including anthrax and botulinim toxin, than it had declared.3

§ UNSCOM reported to the UN Security Council in April 1995 that Iraq had concealed its biological
weapons program and had failed to account for 3 tons of growth material for biological agents.4

§ The Department of Defense reported in January 2001 that Iraq has continued to work on its weapons
programs, including converting L-29 jet trainer aircraft for potential vehicles for the delivery of chemical
or biological weapons.5

§ The al-Dawrah Foot and Mouth Disease Vaccine Facility is one of two known biocontainment level-
three facilities in Iraq that have an extensive air handling and filtering system.  Iraq has admitted that
this was a biological weapons facility.  In 2001, Iraq announced that it would begin renovating the plant
without UN approval, ostensibly to produce vaccines that it could more easily and more quickly import
through the UN.

§ Saddam Hussein continues its attempts to procure mobile biological weapons laboratories that could
be used for further research and development.
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