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CHEMICAL WEAPONS

Saddam Hussein launched a large-scale chemical weapons attack against Iraq’s Kurdish population in the
late 1980s, killing thousands. On at least 10 occasions, Saddam Hussein’s military forces have attacked
Iranian and Kurdish targets with combinations of mustard gas and nerve agents through the use of aerial
bombs, 122-millimeter rockets, and conventional artillery shells.  Saddam Hussein continues his efforts to
develop chemical weapons:

§ Gaps identified by UNSCOM in Iraqi accounting and current production capabilities strongly suggest
that Iraq maintains stockpiles of chemical agents, probably VX, sarin, cyclosarin and mustard.

§ Iraq has not accounted for hundreds of tons of chemical precursors and tens of thousands of unfilled
munitions, including Scud variant missile warheads.6

§ Iraq has not accounted for at least 15,000 artillery rockets that in the past were its preferred vehicle for
delivering nerve agents, nor has it accounted for about 550 artillery shells filled with mustard agent.7

§ Iraq continues to rebuild and expand dual-use infrastructure that it could quickly divert to chemical
weapons production, such as chlorine and phenol plants.

§ Iraq is seeking to purchase chemical weapons agent precursors and applicable production equipment,
and is making an effort to hide activities at the Fallujah plant, which was one of Iraq’s chemical
weapons production facilities before the Gulf War.

§ At Fallujah and three other plants, Iraq now has chlorine production capacity far higher than any civilian
need for water treatment, and the evidence indicates that some of its chlorine imports are being
diverted for military purposes.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Saddam Hussein had an advanced nuclear weapons development program before the Gulf War and
continues his work to develop a nuclear weapon:

§ A new report released on September 9, 2002 from the International Institute for Strategic Studies – an
independent research organization – concludes that Saddam Hussein could build a nuclear bomb
within months if he were able to obtain fissile material.8

§ Iraq has stepped up its quest for nuclear weapons and has embarked on a worldwide hunt for materials
to make an atomic bomb.  In the last 14 months, Iraq has sought to buy thousands of specially
designed aluminum tubes which officials believe were intended as components of centrifuges to enrich
uranium.
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