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DoD News Briefing with Col. Martin from Iraq

(Note: Colonel Martin appears via teleconference.)

BRYAN WHITMAN (deputy assistant secretary of Defense for Public Affairs): (Off mike) -- Bryan
Whitman. Can you hear me now?

COL. MARTIN: Yes, | can hear you now.

MR. WHITMAN: Very good. Okay. Well, we have good video on you, Colonel Martin, and we've got the
press corps assembled here. And let me just thank you and welcome you into the briefing room. Colonel Ted
Martin is the 1st Brigade Combat Team commander for 4th Infantry Division. Multinational Division-Baghdad is
where he's operating.

He's been in Iraq since April of this year, and this is our first opportunity to speak to him since he's been in
Iraqg in this format. He's at Operating -- Forward Operating Base Falcon in Baghdad today. And as is customary,
he's going to give us an overview of what his unit's been doing and then take some of our questions here.

So, Colonel Martin, again, thank you for joining us today, and let me turn it over to you.
COL. MARTIN: Okay. Thank you very much.

Good morning. My name is Colonel Ted Martin, and I've got the best job in the Army. | command the 1st
Brigade Combat Team of the 4th Infantry Division from Fort Hood, Texas. We're known as the Raider
Brigade. The Raider Brigade is composed of more than 4,000 soldiers. My area of responsibility is the Rashid
district. The Rashid district comprises the southern quadrant of Baghdad, and it's composed of a large and
diverse population.

The Rashid district is roughly the size of Orlando, Florida, and has the population of Dallas, Texas. Rashid
sits astride the main north-south highway from Basra and serves as the gateway to Baghdad.

The 1st Brigade Combat Team has been in Iraq for more than four months, and we are currently scheduled
for a 15-month deployment.
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