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people -- and that's what's different, the attitude of the people. These people are reaching out. They're opening 
their stores back up. They're participating more in the government. And the Rashid district council's one of the 
best in Baghdad.   
 
        I have a great relationship with District Council Chairman Mr. Yaqoub. I see that Mr. Yaqoub and the Iraqi 
security force brigade commanders, of which there are three in this area -- he's got a great relationship with 
them. So the voice of the people is shared between both the security forces and the governing forces in 
Rashid. And I've never -- frankly, I've never seen anything like that. And that is enabled by the blanket of security, 
the hard-fought and hard-won blanket of security that's been provided in the Rashid district. And I'll be honest; a 
lot of that success is because of the quality of the Iraqi security forces that we're seeing. 
 
         MR. WHITMAN: Jim -- (off mike). 
 
         Q     Sir, Jim Garamone from American Forces Press Service. A lot of your guys in your brigade are on their 
third deployment to Iraq. How is that affecting them, I guess, is the first question. And the second one is, you're -- 
you were talking about the projects that you started. I guess it adds up to about $76 million that you've started or 
proposed. Is the Iraqi government putting money into the district too? 
 
         COL. MARTIN: Yes, sir, I'll answer your first question first. In this brigade combat team, approximately 40 
percent of my soldiers have at least one deployment under their belt. Many are on their third tour. For example, 
the -- my security detachment staff sergeant that is responsible for my personal security is on his third tour. He's 
a combat infantryman. He's -- by the time he's done, he will have 38 or 39 months in the combat zone.   
 
         And like many other soldiers in the brigade combat team, these deployments do take a toll on the soldiers 
and their families. And I think if we think about it for a minute, the real burden here -- I mean, it's very difficult for 
the soldiers in Iraq. It's just -- it's tough. But I think it's a little bit tougher on the families back home because, you 
know, their loved ones are deployed to a combat zone. The uncertainty, missing all of those special moments 
with your family, I mean, that takes a toll. 
 
         But we've done a lot to close that gap, and if I think back to OIF 1 and what we had available to maintain 
connections with the folks back home, it's dwarfed by what we have now. I mean, the Army -- the Department of 
Defense has gone all out to do the best that we can to maintain good connections between the deployed soldier 
and the family back home.    Just a couple of examples I could tell you about is -- in my particular brigade area, I 
have 15 combat outposts or joint security stations in addition to Forward Operating Base Falcon. So more than 
60 percent of my brigade is forward-deployed to a small company-sized outpost. And really, that's what makes us 
so successful, our connection with the people. 
 
             But even at those isolated outposts, we've got Internet connectivity, we've got telephone connectivity, we 
have mail delivered every other day. And what that does is it allows those soldiers, after a hard day or night of 
fighting in the field, when they come in they can knock out a quick e-mail back home and say, "Hey, I'm okay." 
And just knowing that their loved one is okay is a great thing. Additionally, we have Internet cafes at the larger 
forward-operating bases, webcams, things like that. 
 
         I'd also like to say that I think the Army's learned quite a bit since OIF 1. I think we went into -- I know my 
squadron -- I was a squadron commander in OIF 1. We thought we had broken the code on providing a good 
environment for the families back home, but now what I have, like I said, dwarfs what we had in OIF 1. I have a 
52-soldier rear detachment. I have full-time hired support to help families out when they need help back at Fort 
Hood, Texas. And all these things combined, I think, make it so that we can better weather this 15-month 
deployment. 
 
         And what's the Iraqi government kicking in? Is that -- (pause). 
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