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         You know, when you get into a scrap, and many of these are relatively new soldiers. They're battle-tested 
now and they have a certain level of confidence. I would say that they're not cocky.   
 
         But they're confident and they're confident in themselves and their leaders and their equipment. And that 
confidence also, I think, inspires the people of Rashid. At least that's what I've seen.    And that -- it's kind of hard 
to put my finger on what I'm seeing. Maybe I'm not articulating it well enough. But what I'm seeing is a level of 
confidence that I've never seen before and a willingness to take a risk, you know, to open the store, to transit the 
area, to drive around to, you know, spend a little money on better clothes.   
 
         I'll tell you, that's one thing I've noticed. When the security situation is better, people dress better. And I'm 
seeing a lot of that in the area; a lot of little intangible things that you really can't put your finger on. But I think the 
biggest thing I've seen is, you know, the people of Rashid, they trust the Iraqi security forces. And that is a big 
leap.   
 
             Q     (Last thing ?). 
 
         MR. WHITMAN: Yeah. After the question, the colonel has to leave. 
 
         Q     Sure. Just a quick follow-up. When you said make the switch, does that mean to recommend that Iraqi 
security forces take over most of the operations? 
 
         COL. MARTIN: Well, actually, there's a couple of terms that we use. You know, we are in a shared 
battlespace. In fact, if you look at the Rashid district, not only is my brigade there; there are three Iraqi security 
force brigades, which is about the combat strength of a U.S. Army division. So we deconflict how we conduct 
operations by a couple of terms. One term that -- where -- we use is tactical overwatch. And what tactical 
overwatch means is who has the lead for security in a particular neighborhood, for example. Currently I have lead 
in all areas of the Rashid district. 
 
         What we're moving towards rapidly here is probably by the 15th of August, I will have two battalion -- two 
Iraqi security force battalion landowners that are in tactical overwatch. Additionally, I'll have three mechanized 
battalions that straddle Route Irish, as I mentioned in the beginning of my talk to you. It's the main north- south 
route into Baghdad. They will be in tactical overwatch. So I predict that by the end of August we'll have five of the 
13 battalions in my area in tactical overwatch.   
 
         Depending on the security situation, the level of the training of the soldiers and of course the call of the 
commanding general, we may be able to transition more battalions. That's the way we adjust here. We -- we're 
not on a timeline. We're not under any pressure. But when I'm ready to transition to tactical overwatch, I work with 
my security force counterparts, and we make that decision, and then we move on from there. 
 
         MR. WHITMAN: Well, Colonel Martin, we have reached the end of the time that we've allocated for 
this. And -- but before we bring it to a close, I'd like to throw it back to you, in case you had any last, final thoughts 
for us. 
 
         COL. MARTIN: Well, sure, I appreciate your questions. I hope I was complete in my answers to you. It's a 
real honor for me to be -- to serve as the commander of the Raider Brigade Combat Team. There's a lot of 
families back home that are away from their loved ones over here, and the sacrifices that they're making -- they're 
on our mind every day. We try our best to safeguard these soldiers and ensure that they get the mission done.   
 
         They've done great work. They've defeated both AQI and special group criminal militias in Rashid district, 
and we're exploiting those victories by improving the quality of life for the people of Baghdad.   
 
         So I'd like to give a special thank-you to our families and friends back home at Fort Hood, Texas. Your love, 
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