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soon, we know that they will be returning to a much less permissive environment.    
 
            The Iraqi security forces have gained valuable experience through their operations in Basra and Sadr 
City, Mosul, Amarah and now in Diyala. And the operations in Diyala are some of the best Iraqi-planned and 
executed operations to date. And this is impressive because the Iraqi security forces are growing and training all 
while fighting an insurgency.    
 
            In closing, let me say that Iraq is indeed a very proud country, and the people of Iraq from Mosul to 
Baghdad to Basra want a prosperous future, and they fully recognize that al Qaeda and special groups criminals 
are firmly against their collective goals for this country. And I strongly believe that Iraq will be successful because 
the Iraqi security forces are improving, and because the people have trust in their security forces, and because 
we're committed to helping the government of Iraq improve their civil capacity.    
 
            And finally, I'd like to say that I remain absolutely impressed with the commitment and the professionalism 
of our soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines, as well as our coalition partners. Their hard work continues to have a 
positive impact on the lives of the Iraqis. There's still much work to be done, but we're making steady progress 
every day. And there are clearly some tough days ahead, and some tough issues that will have to be 
resolved. But I'm really confident that we will continue to move in a positive direction, and I'm truly excited about 
what the future holds for this country.    
 
            So thank you very much. And now I'll take a few of your questions.    
 
            MR. WHITMAN: Well, thank you, general.    
 
            And we'll get started right here with Tom Bowman.    
 
            Q     General, it's Tom Bowman, with NPR. I wonder if you could address Anbar province. It was 
supposed to turn over to Iraqi control the end of June. And there are reports that the Iraqis don't want to accept 
control of Anbar because they're afraid large numbers of Marines will leave. Could you address that?    
 
            GEN. AUSTIN: Well, I can tell you that our forces have continued to make progress in working with the 
Iraqi government, provincial government out in Anbar. They've had tremendous help from the people. The police 
forces have evolved over time, and they're doing a really good job.    
 
            We have a great working relationship with the people of Anbar, and we have assured them that we'll be 
there for as long as it takes to ensure that things continue to stabilize and we have sustainable security. So while 
someone may have said that, I think that they fully appreciate the fact that we are here to support the Iraqi 
government. And I truly believe that most of the leaders of Anbar are confident in that -- in that matter.    
 
            Q     Can you tell us why it hasn't changed over to Iraqi control? We're a month and a half after it was 
supposed to happen. And what's the hold-up?    
 
            GEN. AUSTIN: Well, I think that when the ceremony will take place is a question that will have to be 
resolved between the provincial government and the government of Iraq. And I'm confident that it will be resolved 
between those two and announced by the government of Iraq.    
 
            And so as you enter into one of those -- into the PIC process, there's an agreement that has to be worked 
out in terms of the future operating rules, and so some final points are still being negotiated on that 
agreement. And I'm confident that we'll make progress in the future.    
 
            MR. WHITMAN: Al, go ahead.    
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