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            Q     General, it's Al Pessin from Voice of America. I know that you and General Petraeus are now in the 
period of assessment. I wonder if you could share with us -- I see you smiling. You know -- you knew this was 
coming, I guess. Can you share with us your at least general feeling about how low you can go? You said 
security's been sustained with the withdrawals you've already had. What more do you think you can do, say, by 
the end of the year?    
 
            GEN. AUSTIN: Well, sir, as you know, we've always been clear that, you know, we'll make our 
recommendations based upon the conditions on the ground at the time when we have to provide those 
recommendations.     
 
            And those recommendations will be based upon an assessment of the enemy capability and activity, the 
capacity and capability of the Iraqi security forces and also the capability of the coalition forces, not just the U.S. 
forces but the entire coalition.      
 
            And so at the point that we make those recommendations, we'll take all of those things into 
consideration. And General Petraeus and I are in continual dialogue about these issues. And I'll make a 
recommendation to him. And at some point, he will make a recommendation to the leadership, at Central 
Command and in Washington.      
 
            But again it is a continual process of assessing the conditions on the ground, what we're faced with and 
our ability to provide the level of security necessary to continue to move forward. And we have seen some 
progress, some significant progress over the last several weeks, last several months.      
 
            We'd like to sustain that progress especially as we go into provincial elections and later into national 
elections next year. And so again we'll take all of those things into consideration. And we'll make the 
recommendation to our leadership at the appropriate time.      
 
            Q     General, based on what you see today, do you feel like you could lose more combat brigades or 
battalions, between now and the end of the year, and still sustain security?      
 
            GEN. AUSTIN: Based upon what I see today, again, I'm always encouraged by what our soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and Marines are causing to happen and the things that they're doing, working with the Iraqi security 
forces, to improve conditions on a daily basis.      
 
            If conditions continue to improve, absolutely, that presents some opportunities for us. But again we're not 
making that recommendation today. We'll make that recommendation at some point in the future. And that will be 
based upon what we're looking at at that point.      
 
            Q     General, David Wood from the Baltimore Sun.      
 
            Could you give us a status report on the Sons of Iraq program; how many you've got nationwide, how 
many you envision being absorbed into the Iraqi security forces by the end of the year? And what are you going 
to do with the rest of them?      
 
            GEN. AUSTIN: Well, a couple of weeks ago, we had about 101,000. Today, we're down to a little over 
99,000. And the reason that that number has reduced is because some of those Sons of Iraq we've helped to find 
jobs. Others have been either wounded and some have lost their lives in the process of helping us to provide 
security for the country; helping us to help the Iraqis provide security for the country.      
 
            I just had a meeting with the prime minister, on Saturday, on the issue of the Sons of Iraq.      
 
            And I can tell you that, you know, from that meeting and other meetings that I've had with him previously, 
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