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                GEN. CONWAY: Well, yeah. Of course, we all know that the next assessment is pending and I don't think 
anybody wants to stray too far from, you know, where we are right now based upon most recent determinations with 
regard to the last assessment. So I think when -- and it's more than just General Petraeus. You got General Odierno 
who's going to be involved. You've got General Dempsey who is acting at CENTCOM. So there's a line -- and General 
Austin and I had a very good breakfast and we talked about it as well. So you've got a lot of commanders there in the 
chain who will be heard from before the assessment comes in. But I don't see anything happening really before the 
assessment and, again, interestingly that'll be a Petraeus assessment on Iraq but just shortly after that he's going to 
assume a different role. And so how much of his thinking about that different role will crank into, you know, what he's 
saying right now about Iraq only David Petraeus knows. Okay. 
 
                Q     (Inaudible.) 
 
                GEN. CONWAY: Yeah. Yeah.    
 
                Q     Time for maybe one or two more. 
 
                GEN. CONWAY: Okay. Let me get someone who hasn't asked a question. 
 
                Q     General, a bit more -- a bit broader view on the MRAP issue. I mean, you've also got problems with 
EFV. You've got questions about how to move forward on JLTV. How is the corps going to address this basic question of 
what you're going to ride in? 
 
                GEN. CONWAY: Okay. That -- it's a great question and it's real. Let me just offer parts and pieces to give you 
a full answer. We have already determined to move some MRAPs into what we call our tables of equipment. You know, 
in the past our engineers have ridden to war in the back of a dump truck. We owe them something better than that and 
we think that the small versions of the MRAPs -- the Cat 1s -- are a good vehicle for that. Similarly, our EOD and rock 
clearance teams will need X number of those vehicles in the hundreds, not the thousands, in order to be able to, again, 
man them up as TE.    
 
                The Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle -- the EFV -- actually seems to be making some good progress. I mean, it 
was having some issues earlier but we think those issues are substantially resolved. We've gotten some good reports in 
recent weeks and months on the progress of EFV. Long way from, you know, from production at this point but we're 
encouraged by what the program manager and even the folks on the third deck are saying about the future now of the 
Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle. But we still have a shortfall in terms of a mounted capability for our Marines with regard to 
the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle or making up the shortfall really in the EFV. You know, we needed a little over 1,000 to be 
able to provide everybody a conveyance in the same vehicle. That buy was essentially cut in half so there's a need out 
there for what my guys at Quantico are calling an MPC -- a Marine Personnel Carrier. And so we're going to try to sort 
out just what that vehicle needs to look like.    
 
                What we've decided is that we want to certainly mate with the Army on any program for the Joint Light Tactical 
Vehicle but I think it's fair to say both services are still waiting for that technological breakthrough that's going to give us 
the amount of soldier and Marine protection in a vehicle that is lighter than what's on the market right now. So we -- you 
know, we continue to wait. I just interestingly had a discussion this morning with some guys out of New York who are 
trying to build us a helmet that'll stop 7.62 and they're doing some great things with regard to trying to, you know, give us 
the same helmet at the same weight with more protection but they say, you know, there is just not an apparent 
technological breakthrough in ceramics or in carbon fiber that's going to give us that lightweight technology that gives 
equal protection.    
 
                So we continue to look at best options than where we are right now. But it is something that we visit. Because 
there are so many elements to it we visit frequently to see where do we want the Marine Corps to be in 2020 with its 
vehicle complement based on what we think the threat will be at that point. Okay. Is there anybody else that hasn't had a 
chance? All right. 
 
                Q     Just to change to Georgia briefly, a number of the trainers in there before the conflict were Marine Corps.
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