DefenseLink News Transcript: DoD News Briefing with Col. White from Baghdad

U.S. Department of Defense
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)

News Transcript

On the Web: Public contact:
http://www.defenselink.mil/transcripts/transcript.aspx? http://www.defenselink.mil/fag/comment.html
transcriptid=4281 or +1 (703) 428-0711 +1

Media contact: +1 (703) 697-5131/697-5132

Presenter: Commander, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, Col. Pat White August 28,
2008

DoD News Briefing with Col. White from Baghdad

BRYAN WHITMAN (deputy assistant secretary of Defense for Public Affairs): Colonel White, this is Bryan
Whitman at the Pentagon.

COL. WHITE: Yeah, Bryan. I've got you.

MR. WHITMAN: Well, thank you for taking some time to spend it with us today and to give us a perspective on
what the 2nd Brigade Combat Team is doing.

This is, for our audience, Colonel Pat White, who is the commander of 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Armored Division. Colonel White has been serving with his brigade in Multi-National Division Center since May of this
year. And this is our first opportunity to speak to him in this format.

He's at Forward Operating Base Hammer in Nahrawan, Irag. And he is going to give you a brief overview, of
what his unit has been doing and what he is seeing and his perspective, and then take some of your questions.

So again Colonel, thanks for joining us this morning. And let me turn it over to you.
COL. WHITE: Thanks, Bryan.

Good morning, everybody. As Bryan said, my name is Colonel Pat White. I'm honored to be in command of the
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division from Baumholder, Germany.

We're known as the Iron Brigade and we're 4,000 Army strong. Of the 4,000 soldiers that are serving in my
brigade, over a quarter have served at least once in Iraq or Afghanistan. And almost 300 are on their third deployment.

This is the brigade's third deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. And once complete the Brigade
will have deployed for a total of 42 months to Iraqg.

That makes us one of the most-deployed brigades in our Army. We are currently assigned to the 10th
Mountain Division's multinational division center in support of Operation Iragi Freedom.

The area we're operating in is named the Madain gadha, and it's also known as the southern belt of
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