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Good afternoon. I am honored to have the opportunity to address you today.  
 
Before starting, I would like to start by recognizing and thanking a few people here. First, I’d like to thank our 
foreign visitors and partners for participating in this Conference, in particular LTG John Kiszley, Mr. Chris 
Donnelly, and Dr. David Kilcullen for their performance as speakers or moderators. Second, I want to recognize 
LTG Dave Petraeus for participating. I believe he was a co-founder of sorts with John Hillen in giving intellectual 
birth to this conference. I also want to thank John Hillen and Jeb Nadaner for their work for co-sponsoring the 
conference and devoting their staffs to all the arduous work involved. So last, but certainly not least, thanks to Dr. 
Janine Davidson, Alexa Courtney from Jeb’s staff and Tom Cooney and Donna Hopkins from John’s staff for their 
efforts to pull this off and make it a productive conference.  
 
In co-sponsoring this event, John Hillen and Jeb Nadaner rightly recognize that success in counterinsurgency 
and in the global war on terror, requires a government-wide approach. Their interagency collaboration on this 
project is the kind of leadership we need today – and I applaud them for it. I encourage you all to sustain the 
momentum that has begun here this week. This is the most important national security issue of our time. We 
simply must get it right.  
 
As many of you know, I am a career Foreign Service Officer. But I have served in the White House and, for the 
past year, I have been Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Given this interagency perspective, I would like to 
share with you some of my thoughts on the importance of a unified approach to the challenges we face in 
counterinsurgency and the War on Terror.  
 
IRAQ and AFGHANISTAN  
 
Iraq and Afghanistan are currently the main battlegrounds in the global war on terror. In both countries, we are 
attempting to promote: the development of democratic and accountable institutions; the commitment to the rule of 
law; the effective delivery of public services; while also simultaneously fighting to neutralize a violent insurgency.  
 
The scope of the challenges we face in these countries is daunting, but we and our international partners are 
learning and adapting.  
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