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W h e n  there is  a vacancy in the office of Chairman, the Deputy  Chair- 
man,  unless otherwise directed b y  the President or Secretary of De- 
f e n s e ,  shall perform the duties of the Chairman until a succesor is  
appointed. 

( c )  The Deputy Chairman may attend all meetings of the Joint  
Chiefs of Staff  but may not vote o n  a matter before the Joint  Chiefs 
of Staff except when acting as Chairman in the absence or disability 
of the Chairman or when there is a vacancy in the office of Chairman, 

( d )  The Deputy Chairman, while so serving, holds the rank of 
general or, in the case of a n  officer of the Navy ,  admiral. T h e  Deputy  

Chairman may not exercise military command over the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff or any of the armed forces. 
§143. Joint Staff 
[(a) There is under the Joint Chiefs of Staff a Joint Staff consisting 

of not more than 400 officers selected by the Joint Chiefs of Staff with 
the approval of the Chairman. The Joint Staff shall be selected in 
approximately equal numbers from- 

[(1) the Army ; 
[(2) the Navy and the Marine Corps : and 
[ (3)  the Air Force. 

[The tenure of the m e m b e r s  of the Joint Staff is subject t o  the ap- 
proval of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and except in time 
of war, no such tenure of duty may be more than three years. Except 
in time of war, officers completing a tour of duty with the Joint Staff 
may not be reassigned to the Joint Staff for a period of not less than 
three years following their previous tour of duty on the Joint Staff 
except that  selected officers may be recalled to Joint Staff duty in less 
than three years with the approval of the Secretary of Defense in each 
case. The number of such officers recalled to Joint Staff duty in less 
than three years shall not exceed 30 serving on the Joint Staff a t  any 
one time. ] 

( a )  ( I )  There is under the Joint  Chiefs of Staff a Joint  Staff con- 
sisting of not more than 400 officers. The members of the Joint S t a f f  
shall be selected by the Chairmfan of the Joint  Chiefs of S t a f f  in 
approximately e q u a l  numbers from- 

( A )  the A r m y ;  
( B )  the N a v y  and the Marine Corps; a n d  
( C )  the Air Force. 

( 2 )  Selection o f  officers o f  a n  armed force to  serve on  the Joint  S t a f f  
shall be made by  the Chairman from a list of officers submitted by  
that armed force. Each officer whose name i s  submitted shall be among 
those officers considered to be the most outstanding officers of that 
armed force. The Chairman m a y  specify the number of officers to be 
included on  any such list. 

( 3 )  Officers assigned to the Joint  Staff shall be assigned f o r  a period 
of three years, except that in time of war there is no  l imit  on the tenure 
of members of the Joint  Staff .  Members of the Joint Staff serve at the 
pleasure of the Secretary of Defense, and the tenure of a member of the 

Joint Staff may at the discretion o f  the Secretary of Defense be ex- 
tended for  a period of u p  to  three additional years .  

( 4 )  Except  in time of war,  officers completing a tour of d u t y  with 
the Joint Staff may not be reassigned t o  the Joint  Staff for a period 


