
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICEs, 

Washington, D.C., Wednesday, August 11, 1982. 
The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a.m., in room 2118, 

Mr. DAN DANIEL. The meeting will be in order. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Texas, Mr. White. 

Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Dan Daniel presiding. 

REPORT OF HON. RICHARD C. WHITE, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM 
TEXAS, CHAIRMAN, INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

Mr. WHITE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Chairman, I would like to present for consideration to the 

committee H.R. 6954, a bill to provide for more efficient and effec- 
tive operation of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and to establish a Senior 
Strategy Advisory Board in the Department of Defense, a clean bill 
reported by the Investigations Subcommittee on August 5 in lieu of 
H.R. 6828. 

The bill would establish a procedure for a member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff to bring an individual opinion, which is in disagree- 
ment with the military advice of the Chairman, or the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, to the attention of the Secretary of Defense, or to the 
President, after having first informed the Secretary of Defense. It 
would also provide authority for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to furnish military advice in his own right. 

The bill would establish a Deputy Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff who would act as chairman in the absence or disability of 
the Chairman, but who would vote only in the Chairman's absence. 
The Deputy Chairman would be appointed for a 2-year term and 
could be reappointed for one term. The deputy would have to come 
from a different Armed Force than the Chairman. 

The bill would further provide that the Chairman select the offi- 
cers of the Joint Staff from those officers nominated by their re- 
spective Armed Force. It would also eliminate the current 3-year 
limitation on service on the Joint Staff by providing for initial ap 
pointment for a 3-year term, and possible reappointment for an ad- 
ditional 3 years. It would also increase to 100 the number of offi- 
cers who could, with the approval of the Secretary of Defense, be 
recalled to Joint Staff duty within 3 years of the date of their last 
service on the Joint Staff. 

The bill establishes a procedure whereby under guidelines estab- 
lished by the Secretary of Defense each chief of service, or com- 
mander of a unified or specified command, ma provide comments 

mitted to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. It also requires that the Secre- 
tary of Defense ensure that the Joint Staff is independently organ- 
nized and operated so that it supports the Chairman and the mem- 
bers of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to provide unified strategic direc- 
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on any report or recommendation of the Joint Staff before it is sub- 


