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“(c) The Vice Chairman may attend all meetings of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff but may not vote on a matter before the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff except when acting as Chairman. 

“(d) The Vice Chairman, while so serving, holds the 

grade of general or, in the case of an officer of the Navy, 

admiral and ’outranks all other officers of the armed forces 

except the Chairman. The Vice Chairman may not exercise 

military command over the Joint Chiefs of Staff or any of the 

armed forces. 

“§ 154. Joint Staff 

“(a)(l) There is in the Department of Defense a Joint 

Staff under the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Subject 

to the authority, direction, and control of the Chairman, the 

Joint Staff shall assist the Chairman and the other members 

of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in carrying out their respon- 

sibilitie s. 

“(2) The Joint Staff shall include officers selected by the 

Chairman in approximately equal numbers from- 

“(A) the Army; 

“(B) the Navy and the Marine Corps; and 

“(C) the Air Force. 

“(3) Selection of officers of an armed force to serve on 

the Joint Staff shall be made by the Chairman from a list of 

officers submitted by the armed force. Each officer whose 

name is submitted shall be among those officers considered to 
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