
Sound planning must underpin programs designed to defend the United 

States f r o m  all foes, both f o r e i g n  and domestic. The President ,  National 

Security Council State Department, Pentagon, Congress, and senior 

military c o m m a n d e r  in  the f ie ld  all a t e  i m p o r t a n t  par t ic ipants .  So are 

intelligence, academic, and research communities, which provide support. 

This crit ique f i r s t  establishes standards, then proceeds t o  appraise 

top planners, staffs, apparatus, procedures, and output since World War II, 

wi th  particular attention t o  chronic or recurring problems that adversely 

affect  U.S. national defense efforts.  Essential improvments a t  acceptable 

costs w i l l  be diff icul t  (perhaps impossible) unt i l  identified defects are 

reduced substantially. 

The ultimate aim of the study i s  t o  s t imulate  debates that could h e l p  

decis ionmakers  appraise  competing courses of corrective action and pick the 

m o s t  appropriate options a t  an expeditious pace. 

No defense planning s y s t e m  can be any better than the people who shape 


