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Admiral MOORER. Yes, Mr. Chairman 
I would like to now briefly discuss H.R. 2560. I must say with 

to Congressman Skelton, I think that this proposal is 
filled with booby traps. 
In the first place, we in by abolishing the J o i n t  Chiefs of Staff 

and creating a Chief of Staff of the Command Authorities. This 
Chief of Staff would be assigned in effect the task which the Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff already conducts. But there it de- 
parts. 
First, the proposed bill states that the Chief of Staff of the Mili- 

Authorities would have a staff which would support the Chief 
of Staff only. I call your attention to the fact that during the time 
that the Chief of Staff was created in the National Security Act of 
1947, this particular committee, the Armed Services Committee, in 
their report said such an arrangement was repugnant to the Con- 
gress, and it was disapproved. 

But what really concerns me is, first, as ou know, I and other 

many senior officers and why the ratio of senior officers to enlisted 
men has changed so radically since World War II. And here we are 
about to, as I read it, create another six to seven four-star officers, 
the seventh one depending on who that person is in that council. 

Very recently the Secretary of Defense, Harold Brown, acting in 
response to the President’s directive, reduced the number of four- 
star officers. Now, first, we would have two officers as deputies to 
the Chief of Stat? of the National Command Authorities, and then 
we would set u a council. 

this proposal serious consideration, you give even more serious con- 
sideration to this concept of a military council. In the first place, I 
do not believe based on my experience, that you can sit over here 
in a group who do not have day-to-day contact with what is going 
on and have them redly be in a p o s i t i o n  to give proper advice on, 
as it says, national security, national and military strategy, and 
the responsibilities of the National Command Authorities. 

It says the council may act individually in providing advice and 
assessments in the same manner as the council may act as a b o d y .  

Well, I think you are going to have under those circumstances 
the President getting all kinds of under-the-table advice which can 
only lead to confusion. I must say that under this proposa l  which 
would set up this council I, rsonally, would not accept the as- 

nment as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff or Chief of Staff 
would be completely sandbagged on many important occasions. 
In addition, the bill states the President may ap int one addi- 

tional member from among rsons. I would like to know who that 
person is going to be. T h e  Congress likes to use that word, and in 
the Freedom of Information Act it says ‘‘any person” can demand 
information from the U.S. Government, and that has led to the ri- 
diculous situation where the CIA now has a request from Khomeini 
to give him all the information the CIA has on the Shah. And so 
who is this person going to be? 

That is what I think should be clearly understood. Will he be 
their assigned chairman of the council after he gets aboard? And if 

people in uniform are continually questioned as to why we have so 

Now, I would recommend that if the committee is going to give 

of the Military Command Authorities because I think that you 


