
GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 20001 

1 8  APR 1983 

Honorable T h o m a s  P. O'Nei l l ,  Jr. 
Speaker o f  t h e  House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Speake r :  

t i t l e  10, Uni ted  States Code ,  to  p l a c e  t h e  Chairman of the 
J o i n t  C h i e f s  of S t a f f  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  chain of 
command, and to remove l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  Joint Staff  of t h e  
J o i n t  Ch ie f s  of S t a f f .  

Enclosed is a d r a f t  of proposed l e g i s l a t i o n ,  "To amend 

This  p r o p o s a l  is p a r t  of t h e  legis la t ive program of t h e  
Department of Defense f o r  t h e  98th Congress. 
Management and Budget adviser, that ,  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of 
t h e  Adminis t ra t ion ' s  p r o g r a m ,  t h e r e  is  no objection to  the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  of this proposal f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  
Congress. It  is recommended t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  be enac ted  by 
t h e  Congress. 

The Off i ce  of  

Purpose of t h e  L e g i s l a t i o n  

The purpose of  t h e  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  is twofold. 
The p r o p o s a l  would place t h e  Chairman of t h e  J o i n t  Chiefs  of 
S t a f f  i n  the n a t i o n a l  mi l i ta ry  c h a i n  o f  command, and would  
promote t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  by e l i m i n a t i n g  
s t a t u t o r y  restrictions t h a t  are disadvantageous  to  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  i n  mi l i ta ry  p lanning;  t h e  render ing  of 
mi l i ta ry  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  
Council ,  and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense; an2 t h e  execut ion of 
o r d e r s  emanating from t h e  P r e s i d e n t  as the Commander in 
Chief. 

P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  Chairman of t h e  J o i n t  Chiefs of Staff is 


