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The Chairman of t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  of  S t a f f  manages t h e  
J o i n t  S t a f f  and its Director on behal f  o f  t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  
of S t a f f .  10 U.S.C. §143(c)(1976) .  The Chairman p r e s i d e s  
over  t h e  J o i n t  Chiefs  of S t a f f ,  10 U.S.C. §142(b) (1) (1976) ;  
and he communicates, a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  or 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense, orders to  t h e  commanders of t h e  
u n i f i e d  and s p e c i f i e d  combatant commands. 

t h e  Chairman is t o  make e x p l i c i t  h i s  f u n c t i o n s  as a l i n k  
between t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  Defense and t h e  u n i f i e d  and s p e c i f i e d  
combatant commands. The Department of Defense Reorganizat ion 
A c t  of 1958, Pub. L. No. 85-599, §5(b) ,  72  Sta t .  5 1 4 ,  518, 
amended t h e  Nat iona l  S e c u r i t y  A c t  of 1947, ch. 343, §202, 6 1  
S t a t .  495,  500 (as amended 1949, 1950; c u r r e n t  version of 
5202(j) a t  10 U.S.C. §124 (1976))  to  make e x p l i c i t .  t h e  

p a t t e r n  of e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  composi t ion,  f u n c t i o n s ,  adminis t ra -  
t i o n ,  and s u p p o r t  of t h e  u n i f i e d  and s p e c i f i e d  commands i n  
r e l a t i o n  to the M i l i t a r y  Departments,  which a s s i g n  t h e  
f o r c e s  to  t h e s e  combatant commands. 10 U.S.C. §124(c)(1976) 
provides  t h a t  t h e s e  commands are responsible to t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
as Commander i n  Chief ,  and to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  Defense. who 
is t h e  " p r i n c i p a l  a s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  all m a t t e r s  
r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  Department. o f  Defense," 10 U.S.C. §133(b) (Supp. 
V 1981). The method of  communicating w i t h  t h e  combatant 
commands w a s  n o t  s p e c i f i e d  by s t a t u t e .  The p r a c t i c e  has  
been f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense t o  communicate w i t h  t h e  
combatant commands through t h e  Chairman o f  t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  
of S t a f f ,  and t h e  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  would f o r m a l i z e  t h i s  
arrangement by making a p p r o p r i a t e  amendments to s e c t i o n s  
1 2 4 ( c ) ,  142(b), and 1 4 2 ( c )  o f  t i t l e  10 ,  United States Code. 

The purpose of t h e  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 

The o the r  portion of t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  proposa l  is des igned  
to  make t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  a more e f f e c t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  by 
eas ing  or e l i m i n a t i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  reduce its e f f i c i e n c y .  
Thus, t h e  b i l l  would enhance c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t h e  Staff  by 
amending s e c t i o n  143(a)  of  t i t l e  10 and adding a s e c t i o n  
1 4 3 ( e ) ,  to i n c r e a s e  the maximum peacet ime t o u r  of du ty  on 
t h e  S t a f f  from t h r e e  to  f o u r  y e a r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  
amendments w o u l d  provide t h a t  o f f i c e r s  could  be reass igned  
to  t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  dur ing  peacet ime t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  a pre-  
v ious  tour of duty on t h e  s t a f f .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a minimum 
i n t e r v a l  of  t h r e e  y e a r s  between assignments  on t h e  S t a f f  
a p p l i e s  du r ing  peacetime, and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense may 
make e x c e p t i o n s  to t h i s  minimum i n t e r v a l  f o r  on ly  up  to  30 
o f f i c e r s  s e r v i n g  on the S t a f f  a t  any one  time. 


