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S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  b i l l  would amend s e c t i o n  1 4 3 ( b )  of t i t l e  
10 and add s e c t i o n  143(e) t o  extend  the maximum peacetime 
t o u r  of d u t y  of the Director of t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  from t h r e e  
to f o u r  y e a r s ,  and to remove t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  reassignment 
of t h e  Director to t h e  S t a f f  i n  peacet ime af ter  completion 
of h i s  tour .  These changes would c o n t r i b u t e  to  greater 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  and a f f o r d  t h e  Government t h e  f u l l  
u se  of t h o s e  o f f i c e r s  who have demonstrated a h igh  l e v e l  of 
competence i n  s t a f f  work. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l  would amend 
s e c t i o n  143(a)  of t i t le  10 to remove t h e  l i m i t  o f  400 officers 
on t h e  size of t h e  J o i n t  S ta f f .  In t h e  c o n t e x t  of a con- 
t i n u o u s l y  increasing workload, g r e a t e r  demands f o r  sophis-  
ticated m i l i t a r y  p lanning ,  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of our 
combatant forces i n t o  u n i f i e d  and s p e c i f i e d  commands, arbitrary 
numerical  l i m i t a t i o n s  are no l onge r  appropriate. I n  t h e  
case of t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f ,  as w e l l  as o t h e r  ass ignments  to  
duty ,  t h e  goal should  be t h e  w i s e s t  u s e  of m i l i t a r y  manpower 
among competing requirements ,  w i t h  due r e c o g n i t i o n  to t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  j o i n t  u t i l i z a t i o n  of personnel  i n  t h e  c a n b a t a n t  
commands. 

C o s t  and Budget Data 

Enactment o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  would cause  no i n c r e a s e  
i n  budgetary  requirements  f o r  t h e  Department of  Defense. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

William H. T a f t ,  IV 
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