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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 
OF A BILL 

"To amend t i t l e  10, United S ta tes  Code, to p l a c e  t h e  Chairman 
of t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  of S t a f f  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  cha in  
of command, and to  remove l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  J o i n t  S ta f f  of 
t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s  of S t a f f . "  

sec. 1. 
Clause (1) s t r i k e s  o u t  as surp lusage  ' sha l l "  i n  s e c t i o n  

1 2 4 ( a )  ( 2 )  o f  t i t l e  10, United States Code .  T h i s  r e s u l t s  in 
no s u b s t a n t i v e  change i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e .  

Clause (2) amends s e c t i o n  124(c)  of t i t l e  10 to  i n s e r t  
t h e  Chairman of t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  of S t a f f  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
m i l i t a r y  cha in  of command. Thus, t h e  c h a i n  of command would 
run from t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense and through 
t h e  Chairman of t h e  J o i n t  Chiefs of S t a f f  to t h e  commanders 
o f  t h e  u n i f i e d  and s p e c i f i e d  combatant commands .  

SEC. 2. 

Clause (1) p r o v i d e s  for a new c l a u s e  ( 4 )  i n  s e c t i o n  142(b) 
of t i t l e  10, United States Code, t o  s p e c i f y  t h a t  t h e  d u t i e s  
of t h e  Chairman of t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  o f  S t a f f  i n c l u d e  s e r v i n g  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  c h a i n  o f  command i n  accordance wi th  
s e c t i o n  1 2 4 ( c )  of t i t l e  10, as amended by c l a u s e  (2; of 
section 1 of t h e  b i l l .  

Clause (2)  amends s e c t i o n  142(c)  o f  t i t l e  10, to  make 
clear t h a t  t h e  d u t y  of t h e  Chairman of  t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  of 
S t a f f  to serve i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  cha in  of command i n  
accordance w i t h  s e c t i o n  124(c)  of t i t l e  10, a s  amended by 
c l a u s e  (') of s e c t i o n  1 o f  t h e  b i l l ,  i s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  to t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n  in section 1 4 2 ( c )  against  t h e  Chairman's e x e r c i s i n g  
m i l i t a r y  command ove r  any o f  t h e  armed fo rces .  

Clause (1) amends s e c t i o n  143(a)  of  t i t l e  10, United 
States Code, to  delete t h e  l i m i t  of 400 o f f i c e r s  on t h e  s i z e  
of the J o i n t  S t a f f .  Clause  (1) also amends s e c t i o n  143(a)  
t o  delete t h e  l i m i t  of t h r e e  y e a r s  on t h e  peacetime t e n u r e  
of m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f ,  and to  delete peacetime 
restrictions on assignment of  an o f f i c e r  to t h e  J o i n t  S ta f f  
wi th in  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  complet ion of a previous  t o u r  of 
duty  on t h a t  Staff .  The r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t e n u r e  and r eas s ign -  
ment  t h a t  are e l i m i n a t e d  by c l a u s e  (1) are replaced by t h e  
res t r ic t ions i n  s e c t i o n  143(e)  of t i t l e  10, as added by 
clause (3) of s e c t i o n  3 o f  t h e  b i l l .  


