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through t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  of S t a f f ,  which may also i s s u e  
orders by the a u t h o r i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  of the  S e c r e t a r y  of 
Defense. The de facto role of  t he  Chairman of the J o i n t  
Chiefs of S t a f f  i n  s e r v i n g  as t h e  l ink  between the S e c r e t a r y  
o f  Defense and the combatant commands is nowhere o f f i c i a l l y  
recognized, and the Chairman is e x p l i c i t l y  p r o h i b i t e d  by 
s t a t u t e  from e x e r c i s i n g  m i l i t a r y  command over any of the 
armed forces. T h e  Depar tmen t  of Defense l e g i s l a t i v e  proposal  
would correct this anomaly and ensu re  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  
cha in  of c o m m a n d  by recognizing t h e  role of t h e  h i g h e s t  
ranking o f f i c e r  of t h e  armed f o r c e s  i n  t r a n s m i t t i n g  t h e  
orders of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Defense to t h e  
c o m b a t a n t  commands. C l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  k ind  is e s s e n t i a l  
to avoid any confusion or untimely debate of matters t h a t  
may prove v i t a l  to t h e  ve ry  s u r v i v a l  of  t h i s  na t ion .  

i d e n t i f i e d  as being i n  need of  modi f ica t ion  concerns c e r t a i n  
s t a t u t o r y  restrictions on t h e  Jo in t  S t a f f .  I t  is, of course ,  
t h e  work of the J o i n t  S t a f f  t h a t  p rovides  the e s s e n t i a l  
suppor t  f o r  t h e  recommendations and advice  of t h e  J o i n t  
Chief8 of S t a f f .  Under the c u r r e n t  l a w  a n  officer on  the 
J o i n t  S t a f f ,  i n c l u d i n g  its Director, is limited dur ing  
peacetime to a three year  m a x i m u m  t o u r  of du ty ,  w i t h  
reass ignment  t o  the J o i n t  S t a f f  not permitted under any 
circumstances for the Director and precluded f o r  three yea r s  
for o t h e r  o f f i c e r s .  Under the D e p a r t m e n t  of Defense proposa l  
the  maximum tou r  would be extended to fou r  years, wi th  
reassignment r o u t i n e l y  au thor ized  a f t e r  two years. Immediate 
r e a s s i g n m e n t  with the approval  o f  the S e c r e t a r y  o f  Defense 
is a l s o  made possible for any number of o f f i c e r s  on t h e  
J o i n t  S t a f f .  thereby o v e r t u r n i n g  t h e  30 o f f i c e r  l i m i t a t i o n  
on  such r e a s s i g n m e n t s  i m p o s e d  by the c u r r e n t  l a w .  I n  addition, 
t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  on the reassignment  of the Director of the 
J o i n t  S t a f f  is rescinded,  a long with the 400 o f f i c e r  l i m i t a t i o n  
on the to ta l  s i te  of the  J o i n t  S t a f f .  

The foregoing proposed modif ica t ions  i n  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  are s p e c i f i c a l l y  designed t o  
i m p r o v e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  by: 

The o t h e r  g e n e r a l  subject area of  l e g i s l a t i o n  t ha t  was 

m i l i t a r y  i s s u e s  faced by t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  it 
h a s  been necessary over t h e  y e a r s  to create 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s  of 
S t a f f  to provide necessary a n c i l l a r y  s t a f f  
work i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  4 0 0  o f f i c e r  J o i n t  
S t a f f .  To permit g r e a t e r  in te rchange  of  
personnel  and avoid a r t i f i c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
arrangements and r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  t h e  400 
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