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man,  undistracted by the  burden of administering a military  Serv- 
ice, can  substitute  for  the  Chairman in this  important role. 

The importance of the Vice Chairman  to  the unified and speci- 
fied combatant commanders has been strongly emphasized by sev- 
eral  current  and  former  unified  and specified combatant  command- 
ers  and  deputy  combatant  commanders.  The  Committee  has  been 
especially impressed by the comments of commanders who served 
in unified  combatant  commands after the  current  rotating  acting 
Chairmanship  system was initiated  in 1982. These  respected offi- 
cers-General Bernard  Rogers, USA (the  current  Commander  in 
Chief of the U.S. European  Command');  Admiral Wesley McDonald, 
USN (Ret.)  (the  former  Commander  in Chief of the U.S. Atlantic 
Command);  General Paul  Gorman, USA (Ret.)  (the  former Com- 
mander  in Chief of the U.S. Southern  Command);  and  General Wil- 
liam Smith,  USAF  (Ret.)  (the  former  Deputy  Commander in Chief 
of the U.S. European  Command)-have  made  it  clear  to  the Com- 
mittee that  the  rotating  acting  Chairmanship  system still does not 
fill the void created by an  absent  Chairman as well as  the Vice 
Chairman would. 

These  arguments  have  convinced  the  Committee  that  the  most 
important officer in the armed forces-the o n l y  high-ranking civil- 
ian  or  military official in  the U.S. government  without a deputy- 
should finally be  given a deputy  authorized  to  act in his  absence. 
A t  the  same  time, however., the  Committee  recognizes  that  the  role 
of acting  Chairman is sufficiently important  to  warrant  granting 
some flexibility  to the  President  and  the  Secretary of Defense  in 
determining how it should be  filled.  Therefore,  paragraph (2) of sec- 
tion 153(b) would authorize  the  President  or  the  Secretary of De- 
fense  to  direct that   the Vice Chairman  should  not  act for the 
Chairman  in  his  absence.  Nonetheless, the Committee  strongly be- 
lieves that  this  important  responsibility  should be assigned  to the 
Vice Chairman. 

The Vice  Chairman's  Attendance  at JCS Meetings 
Subsection (c) of section 153 would authorize  the Vice Chairman 

to  attend  all  meetings of the  Joint Chiefs of Staff  but would prohib- 
it  him  from  voting  except  when  acting as Chairman. 

The Vice C h a i r m a n ' s  Command Authority 
The  part of subsection  (d) of section 153 which would specify the 

rank of the Vice  Chairman  was  addressed  above  in  the  discussion 
of his  rank  and role as  acting  Chairman.  Another  part of section 
153(d) would prohibit  the Vice Chairman  from  exercising  military 
command  over  the  Joint  Chiefs of Staff' or  any of the  armed forces. 
This  prohibition would be identical  to  that  which  applies  to  the 
JCS  Chairman  (section 152(c)) 
Sec. 154. Joint  Staff 

agement of the  Joint  Staff. 
Section 154 would specify the functions,  composition,  and  man- 

Functions of the  Joint  Staff 
Paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of section 154 would make  three 

significant  changes  to  current  provisions  concerning  the  Joint 


