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CHAPTER  3-GENERAL POWERS 
Sec. 
121. Regulations. 
122. Official registers. 
123. Suspension of certain  provisions of law  relating  to  reserve  commissioned offi- 

[ 124. Combatant  command;  establishment;  composition;  functions;  administration 

125. Functions,  powers,  and  duties:  transfer,  reassignment,  consolidation, or aboli- 

126. Transfer of funds  and employees. 

cers. 

and  support.] 

tion. 

* * * * * * * 

[§ 124. Combatant commands:  establishment;  composition;  func- 

[(a) With  the advice and  assistance of the  Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

[(l) establish  unified  combatant  commands  or  specified com- 

[(2) prescribe the force structure of those  commands. 

tions;  administration  and  support 

the  President,  through  the  Secretary of Defense,  shall- 

batant  commands  to  perform  military  missions;  and 

[(b) The  military  departments  shall  assign  forces  to  combatant 
commands  established  under  this  section  to  perform  the  missions of 
those  commands. A force so assigned  is  under  the  full  operational 
command of the  commander of the command  to  which  it  is as- 
signed. It  may  be  transferred  from  the  command  to  which  it  is as- 
signed  only  by authority of the  Secretary  and  under  procedures 
prescribed  by the  Secretary  with  the  approval of the  President. A 
force  not so assigned,  remains,  for  all  purposes,  in  the  military  de- 
partment  concerned. 

[(c)(l) Combatant  commands  established  under  this  section  are 
responsible  to  the  President  and  to  the  Secretary  for  such  military 
missions as may  be  assigned  to  them by the  Secretary  with  the  ap- 
proval of the  President. 

[(2) Subject  to  the  authority,  direction,  and  control of the Secre- 
tary,  the  Chairman  acts  as  the  spokesman  for  the  commanders of 
the  combatant  commands  on  operational  requirements. 

[(d)  Subject  to  the  authority,  direction,  and  control of the Secre- 
tary,  each  military  department  is  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion of forces  assigned  by that  department  to  combatant  commands 
established  under  this  section.  The  Secretary  shall  assign  the  re- 
sponsibility  for the  support of forces  assigned  to  those  commands  to 
one  or  more of the  military  departments.] 

(NOTE: Section 124 is relocated to new  chapter 6 with  changes.) 


