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SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION 
The proposed legislation would amend  chapters  3, 5, 32,  35  and 

509  of title 10, United States Code, and section 101 of the  National 
Security Act of  1947, providing several  changes in  the organization 
and functioning of the  Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The legislation would establish the  chairman of the  Joint Chiefs 
of Staff as the principal military advisor to  the President, National 
Security Council, and  Secretary of Defense, a responsibility now re- 
siding in  the  Joint Chiefs of Staff as a body. The chairman’s term 
would be increased from  two years  to  four years, and  he would 
assume  the  statutory responsibilities now assigned to  the  Joint 
Chiefs of Staff collectively. The bill would authorize, however, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff as a body to advise the  President  and Secre- 
tary on matters  with respect to which such advice is requested; 
moreover, each  member of the  Joint Chiefs would be empowered to 
submit advice to  the  President  and  Secretary of Defense if he were 
to disagree with  the  military advice rendered by the  chairman  or 
the  other members of the  Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The legislation would create a deputy  chairman of the  Joint 
Chiefs of Staff who would act as chairman  in  the absence or dis- 
ability of the  chairman.  The  deputy  chairman would be the direc- 
tor of the  Joint Staff and would  possess rank  higher  than all other 
military officers except the  chairman.  The legislation would au- 
thorize the  chairman  or  deputy  chairman of the  Joint Chiefs of 
Staff to  attend all meetings of the National Security Council and  to 
participate fully in its deliberations. 

With respect to  the  line of military  authority,  the bill would au- 
thorize the president  or Secretary of Defense to direct that  the na- 
tional  military  chain of command runs  to  the  commanders of the 
unified and specified combatant commands through  the  chairman 
of the  Joint Chiefs. Furthermore,  the bill would authorize  the 
chairman  to supervise the commanders of the combatant com- 
mands, subject to the  authority, direction, and control of the Secre- 
tary of Defense. 

The bill would make  the  Joint Staff solely responsible to  the 
chairman of the  Joint Chiefs of Staff, remove the existing 400-man 
limitation on the size of the  Joint Staff, and  authorize  the  Secretary 
of Defense to  extend  the  tour of duty of Joint Staff officers beyond 
the  statutory  limit of four  years. In addition, the  chairman would 
be  required to  evaluate all nominees for three- and four-star posi- 
tions  on the basis of their performance in  joint  military assign- 
ments. 

The bill would also  require a report by the  Secretary of Defense 
addressing a number of possible changes to  the  joint  military  struc- 
ture. 

The bill, as reported by the committee, would require  the chair- 
man, subject to the overall authority  and direction of the  President 
and  the Secretary of Defense, to  submit  program recommendations 
and budget proposals to  the  Secretary based on (1) the Secretary’s 
guidance, (2)  program  and budget proposals submitted by the uni- 
fied and specified commanders, and  (3) recommendations, as appro- 
priate, from other Defense Department components. 


