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“(2) The President may waive paragraph (1) in the case of an
officer if the President determines such action is necessary in the
national interest.

“(c) Duties.—The Vice Chairman performs such duties as may be
prei‘scribed by the Chairman with the approval of the Secretary of

efense.

“(d) FuncTioN As AcTING CHAIRMAN.—When there is a vacancy in
the office of Chairman or in the absence or disability of the Chair-
man, the Vice Chairman acts as Chairman and performs the duties
of the Chairman until a successor is appointed or the absence or
disability ceases.

“(e) SuccessioN AFTER CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN.—When
there is a vacancy in the offices of both Chairman and Vice Chair-
man or in the absence or disability of both the Chairman and the
Vice Chairman, or when there is a vacancy in one such office and in
the absence or disability of the officer holding the other, the Presi-
dent shall designate a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to act as
and perform the duties of the Chairman until a successor to the
Chairman or Vice Chairman is appointed or the absence or disabil-
ity of the Chairman or Vice Chairman ceases.

“(f) ParTICIPATION IN JCS MEETINGS.—The Vice Chairman may
participate in all meetings of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, but may not
vote on a matter before the Joint Chiefs of Staff except when acting
as Chairman.

‘“(g) GRADE AND RANK.—The Vice Chairman, while so serving,
holds the grade of general or, in the case of an officer of the Navy,
admiral and outranks all other officers of the armed forces except
the Chairman. The Vice Chairman may not exercise military com-
mand over the Joint Chiefs of Staff or any of the armed forces.

“§ 155. Joint Staff 10 1JSC 155.

“(a) APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS TO JOINT STAFF.—(1) There is a
Joint Staff under the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The
Joint Staff assists the Chairman and, subject to the authority,
direction, and control of the Chairman, the other members of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Vice Chairman in carrying out their
responsibilities.

“(2) Officers of the armed forces (other than the Coast Guard)
assigned to serve on the Joint Staff shall be selected by the Chair-
man in approximately equal numbers from—

“(A) the Army;
“(B) the Navy and the Marine Corps; and
“(C) the Air Force.

“(3) Selection of officers of an armed force to serve on the Joint
Staff shall be made by the Chairman from a list of officers submitted
by the Secretary of the military department having jurisdiction over
that armed force. Each officer whose name is submitted shall be
among those officers considered to be the most outstanding officers
of that armed force. The Chairman may specify the number of
officers to be included on any such list.

“(b) DIRECTOR.—The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, after
consultation with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
with the approval of the Secretary of Defense, may select an officer
to serve as Director of the Joint Staff.

“(c) MANAGEMENT OF JOINT STAFF.—The Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff manages the Joint Staff and the Director of the Joint
Staff. The Joint Staff shall perform such duties as the Chairman



