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“(f)  COMBATANT  COMMAND  STAFF.-(1) Each unified and specified 
combatant command shall  have a staff to assist the commander of 
the command in  carrying  out  his responsibilities. Positions of 
responsibility on the combatant command staff shall be  filled by 
officers from each of the  armed forces having  significant forces 
assigned to  the command. 

“(2) An  officer may be assigned to a position on the staff of a 
combatant command or,  in the case of such a position that is 
designated under section 601 of this  title as a position of importance 
and responsibility, may be recommended to  the  President for assign- 
ment  to that position, only- 

“(A) with the concurrence of the commander of such com- 

“(B) in accordance with  procedures  established by the 

“(3) The  Secretary of Defense may waive the  requirement  under 
paragraph (2) for the concurrence of the commander of a combatant 
command with  regard to  the  assignment (or  recommendation for 
assignment) of a particular officer to  serve  on the staff of the 
combatant command if the Secretary of Defense determines that 
such  action  is  in the  national  interest. 

procedures established by the Secretary of Defense, the commander 
of a combatant command may  suspend  from duty  and recommend 
the reassignment of any officer assigned  to  such combatant 
command. 

mand; and 

Secretary of Defense. 

“(g) AUTHORITY TO SUSPEND SUBORDINATES.-In accordance  with 

‘‘§ 165. Combatant  commands:  administration  and  support 
“(a) IN GENERAL.-The Secretary of Defense, with the advice and 

assistance of the  Chairman of the  Joint Chiefs of Staff,  shall provide 
for the  administration  and  support of forces assigned to  each 
combatant command. 

“(b) RESPONSIBILITY OF SECRETARIES OF MILITARY  DEPARTMENTS.- 
Subject to  the  authority, direction, and control of the Secretary of 
Defense and subject to  the  authority of commanders of the combat- 
ant Commands under section 164(c) of this  title, the Secretary of a 
military  department is responsible for the administration  and  sup- 
port of forces assigned by him to a combatant  command. 

“(c) ASSIGNMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY TO OTHER COMPONENTS OF 
DOD.-After consultation  with the Secretaries of the military 
departments, the Secretary of Defense may assign the responsibility 
(or any  part of the responsibility) for the administration  and  support 
of forces assigned to  the  combatant commands to  other components 
of the Department of Defense (including Defense Agencies and 
combatant commands). A component assigned such a responsibility 
shall discharge that responsibility  subject to  the  authority, direc- 
tion,  and  control of the Secretary of Defense and subject to  the 
authority of commanders of the combatant  commands  under section 
164(c) of this  title. 

‘‘§ 166. Combatant  commands:  budget  proposals 
“(a) COMBATANT COMMAND Budgets.-The Secretary of Defense 

shall include  in the  annual budget of the  Department of Defense 
submitted  to Congress a separate budget proposal for such  activities 
of each of the unified and specified combatant  commands as may be 
determined  under subsection (b). 


