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duty by the services,  developing joint  doctrine,  and performing 
net assessments. 

(4) Subsection 104(b) relating  to  consultation  among the 
chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff and  the  other members of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and  the unified and specified  commanders. 

TITLE 11-DEFENSE AGENCIES 
Subsection 201(a) of the bill would amend  chapter 8 of title 10 by 

inserting five new  sections, at the beginning of the  chapter  and re- 
designating the existing  section 191 as section 196. The added sec- 
tions would be  titled as follows: 

191. Authority  to provide  for common performance of supply 

192. Defense  agencies:  oversight by the Secretary of Defense. 
193. Combat support agencies: duties of the Chairman of the 

194. Combat support agency  representatives:  combatant com- 

195. Definition of combat support agency. 

or service  activities. 

Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

mand  headquarters. 

AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH  DEFENSE AGENCIES 

New section 191 would be  identical  to subsection 125(d) of title 10 
which would be  deleted. In accordance with this section, the Secre- 
tary of Defense would continue  to  have  authority  to  establish de- 
fense  agencies: 

Whenever the  Secretary of Defense determines it will  be 
more effective, economical, or efficient, the  Secretary  shall 
provide  for the performance of supply or service  activity 
common to more than  one  military  department, by one 
agency or  such  other  organization as the  Secretary consid- 
ers appropriate.  [emphasis  added] 

OVERSIGHT AND REVIEW OF DEFENSE AGENCIES 

New section 192 would require a periodic  review of the Defense 
Agencies. Testimony  before the committee has raised  sufficient 
questions  concerning the performance of the Defense Agencies to 
justify a requirement  that  the  Secretary of Defense  periodically  de- 
termine  whether  their  performance is better  than  what could be 
achieved by the  military  departments  or  other organizations. 

Section 202 of the bill would require that the first review by the 
Secretary of Defense under  new section 192 be a fundamental reas- 
sessment of the agency  concept as an organizational  approach 
available  to the  Secretary of Defense. Despite the clear-cut  prereq- 
uisites  required by Congress as their raison d’etre-effectiveness, 
economy, or efficiency-the performance of Defense Agencies has 
never  been  evaluated  to  ascertain how they  measure  up  despite 
more than twenty  years of experience  with  these  organizations. 

The committee intends  to  initiate  such a reassessment  with  the 
requirements included in Section 202 of the bill. To ensure  airing 
of a full  range of views from the different  perspectives of constitu- 
tent elements of the  Department of Defense, subsection 202(b) 
would require that  the  chairman of the  Joint Chiefs of Staff and 


