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needs for support  and assistance.  Several of these  functions are 
already consolidated in  the Office of the  Secretary of a Mili- 
tary  Department.  Under  current practice, a deputy  or  another 
senior official in  each office works closely with  the Chief of 
Staff  to ensure  that  his needs are met.  The  conferees  expect 
that  this practice will continue  in  existing consolidated  offices 
and may be  used in newly  consolidated  offices. 

The  conferees intend  that  the function of comptroller, for 
which each Office of the  Secretary of a Military  Department 
would have sole responsibility, need not  include the functions 
of requirements  and programs. 

Sections 3014(c)(2),  5014(c)(2), and 8014(c)(2)  of title 10 (as 
added by sections 501,  511, and 521 of the conference substitute 
amendment) provide that no office within the  military head- 
quarters staff  or  staffs  may be established or designated to con- 
duct  any of the seven functions for which the Office of the Sec- 
retary of the  Military  Department is assigned sole responsibil- 
ity.  The  conferees  selected the language  ”no office” with  care. 
The intent of the conferees is that no  office within the  military 
headquarters staff  may be established,  designated, or dedicated 
to  performing any of these  functions on a permanent basis. 
However, officers, officials, or  members of the Armed Forces 
assigned to a military  headquarters staff  may provide  advice or 
assistance  to the Chief of Staff  or  otherwise  participate in a 
function under  the direction of the office assigned responsibil- 
ity for that function in  the Office of the  Secretary of a Military 
Department. 

In  agreeing that no  office shall be “established  or  designated” 
within the  military  headquarters staff to conduct  functions which 
are  the sole responsibility of the Office of the  Secretary of a Mili- 
tary  Department,  the conferees intend  “designated”  to  mean a 
formal  designation of an existing office as responsible for such a 
function.  The  conferees do not  intend  that  the  mere direction  to an 
office to provide  advice or  assistance  or  otherwise  temporarily  par- 
ticipate  in a function is a designation  within the meaning of this 
provision. 

The  conferees recognize that  the consolidation of functions 
within  the Office of each  Secretary of a Military  Department will 
pose unique  problems for the  Department of the Navy because of 
the existence of two separate Armed Forces within that Depart- 
ment-the Navy and  the  Marine Corps. The  conferees want  it 
clearly  understood that nothing  in  the legislation is intended  to 
impair  the  ability of the Commandant of the  Marine Corps to  carry 
out  his  responsibilities  to the  Secretary of the Navy to  organize, 
train,  and equip Fleet Marine Forces of combined arms,  together 
with  supporting air components, for service  with the fleet,  or any 
other of his  responsibilities under section 5203 of title 10 (as added 
by section 513 of the conference substitute  amendment). 

With  regard  to the seven functions for which the Office of the 
Secretary of the Navy is to  have sole responsibility, the conferees 
recognize that  certain aspects of those  functions are unique  to the 
interests of the  Marine Corps. The conferees intend  that  the per- 
formance of these functions  should  fully recognize, as the Comman- 
dant considers  to be appropriate,  the  particular  interests of the 


